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The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 

and good fruits, impartial, and sincere.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 

those who make peace.  James 3:17-18 ESV 
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The Witness of Thanksgiving 

Psalm 34: 8-12 ESV 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!  

    Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Oh, fear the Lord, you his saints, 

    for those who fear him have no lack! 

The young lions suffer want and hunger; 

    but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

Come, O children, listen to me; 

    I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

What man is there who desires life 

    and loves many days, that he may see good? 

Psalm 34 is a beautiful psalm of David giving thanks to God, even when he fled from Israel into the land of the Philistines 

and feigned insanity in the presence of the Philistine king.  When he wrote this, David was suffering the results of some 

poor choices – this story in 1 Samuel shows us how David despaired of his life as Saul pursued him, and so he fled the land 

of Israel to live among the Philistines.  He had to deceive the king there, and David was caught in several traps of his own 

making.   

Still, David: 

• Resolved to praise God constantly.  I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth (vs. 1).   

• Resolved to remember God’s faithfulness to him.  This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him out of all his troubles 

(vs. 6).   

• Resolved to teach the fear of the Lord and teach thanksgiving.  Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord 

(vs. 11).  

Our staff read through this Psalm during our staff 

devotions today.  Could Psalm 34 be an articulation of 

why we teach?  

Education needs a purpose.  That might seem like a 

truism – a statement so obvious that it hardly seems 

necessary to say it. But several years ago, the book The 

End of Education argued that our society has lost  

On Wednesday, Oct. 5, Pastor Ferguson from the Komoka OPC 

spoke for our Thanksgiving assembly, using James 3:14 to teach 

us about the blessings of contentedness and thanksgiving in 

comparison to the destructiveness of bitter jealousy and selfish 

ambition. 

 

“EDUCATION IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

EQUIPPING STUDENTS TO WITNESS 

FAITHFULLY TO THE GOSPEL IN THE WHOLE 

OF THEIR LIVES.”   
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agreement about what we are educating for, and since we can’t agree on that, then the entire purpose of education is lost.  

Thus, the title of the book, The End of Education.  The author, Neil Postman, pointed out that schools without a purpose “are 

houses of detention, not attention.” 

And this is the blessing of Reformed Christian 

education.  Like David in Psalm 34, we have 

experienced God’s love – we have the 

amazing grace of the gospel – and we desire 

that our children would know this too.  We 

also recognize that the gospel has 

comprehensive power, and this gives us a real 

purpose to teach: we are called to teach our 

children the gospel and how it changes all of 

life – our faith, our relationships, our work, 

our service in God’s Kingdom. 

Many Christian educators have sought to 

articulate a concise statement of purpose for 

Christian education.  Some suggestions 

include educating for responsive discipleship, 

educating for responsible action, educating 

for shalom, educating for commitment.  

Within our Reformed Christian schools, we 

often see something like “Educating for the 

Kingdom,” whether that’s educating for 

Kingdom service, or educating for Kingdom 

citizenship.   

One book suggests, Educating for Witness.  

The authors write, “Education is for the 

purpose of equipping students to 

witness faithfully to the gospel in the 

whole of their lives.”1  That’s consistent 

with what David is doing in Psalm 34.  He has 

experienced the power of the gospel in his 

own life.  That brought him first to praise, and 

then to bear witness of the gospel in his life.   

As we gather at Thanksgiving tables this 

weekend, may we “delight to search and 

trace His mighty works and wondrous ways.”  

Let’s educate for witness.  We reflect on the 

new life we have in Christ, we remember His 

faithfulness and blessing, and we teach the 

next generation the new life that we have in 

the fear and love of our LORD. May your family 

have a blessed Thanksgiving weekend, and 

may we taste and see that God is good.   

 
1 Goheen, Michael W. and Craig G. Bartholomew, Living at the Crossroads: An Introduction to Christian Worldview. Baker Academic, 2008, p. 170) 
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Looking through the 2002-2003 Yearbook  
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Course Updates  

Grade 9 
Bible 9 – Mrs. Barrett/Mrs. Vandermeyden: (Old 

Testament): Cultural mandate assignment is due Thursday Oct 

13th. Students should complete their interviews over the long 

weekend if they haven’t already. Both a written reflection and a 

short screencast/video should be uploaded to the Teams 

assignment by next Thursday (all assignments default to being 

due midnight, so after school is fine). Next week, our OT lessons 

will focus on the journey from Ur to Canaan, highlighting just of 

few of the many ways God was faithful to his covenant promises.  

(Church History): This week, we will learn about the mission 

work of the early Church as it spread to the Franks, the British 

Isles, and the Germanic people. We will also continue our study 

of the persecuted church throughout history by studying a 

variety of resources, primarily from Voice of the Martyrs. 

French 9 – Mrs. Bergsma: On Monday, the students 

completed their first assessment. They continued through the 

rest of unit one and talked more about different ways of 

communicating in French and which situations call for certain 

types of communication. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving, Grade 

9! 

Learning Strategies 9: - Mrs. Pieterman:  This week we 

discussed time management, and how things like procrastination 

distract us from being productive. Students are filling out a daily 

activity log to track their time for one day. We also continue 

with our study of I am David, with chapters 5&6 due for next 

week Wednesday. Students also began a book report on this 

book by completing a brainstorming session. 

Healthy Active Living 9 – Mrs. Barrett: Amazing progress 

in soccer skills, especially in team play/passing and defense! 

Students will write their soccer content quiz Friday, October 

14th. We hope to do some flag football outside next week 

provided we receive a few more medium-warmth days. I’d like 

to take the students hiking twice this fall; they have a permission 

form for that (also posted to their Teams page). If you’re 

interested hiking with us either/both dates, please let me know 

– I’d like two other adults to come along on each hike if possible. 

See form for more details. Thanks in advance!   

Science 9 – Mr. Vander Deen: This past week, we looked at 

a Christian approach for protecting biodiversity and protecting 

ecosystems, while also considering the Biblical call for stewardly 

dominion of the earth.  Next week, we will be learning how to 

evaluate the health of an ecosystem, and this will wrap up our 

ecosystems unit. Students were assigned a species project, which 

will be due this coming Thursday.   

Grade 10 
Bible 10 – Mr. Ellens: Next week we will have a review on 

Friday for our second unit. The test will be the following week. 

History 10 – Miss Averink: We are nearing the end of our 

unit on World War 1, we will have a test next week Friday and 

students can expect to receive their Unit 2 culminating 

assignment on Tuesday. This will be done mostly at home as we 

won’t have any work periods. I hope you all have a great long 

weekend! 

Math 10D – Mr. Ellens: We will have a review on Wednesday 

and a Test on Thursday of next week. If we need on extra day 

of review the Test will be pushed to the following week. 

Math 10P – Miss Kay:  We have been mastering all methods 

of solving Linear Systems - graphing, substitution, and elimination. 

We will be doing a review next week and finish the unit with a 

test on Wednesday, October 12. 

Science 10 – Ms. Xu: Students will give presentations to 

promote cancer awareness among students this Tuesday and 

Wednesday. We will have our chapter 3 test on Thursday.  We 

will cover the structure and functions of plant systems this week. 

Make sure you keep all the notes and daily assignments for this 

chapter.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving weekend! 



 

 

“Wisdom from above producing a harvest of righteousness” from James 3 - 6 - 

93 Queen Street, Komoka, ON   N0L 1R0  |  519-471-0661  |  office@providencerc.com www.providencerc.com 

Grade 11 & 12 
Accounting 11E – Mrs. Pieterman: Any business needs to 

know whether they are generating a profit or a loss. This is the 

purpose of the Income Statement, which we learned about this 

week. Tracking Revenue and Expenses to see where adjustments 

need to be made is an important part of the accounting decision 

making process. We’ll wrap up this unit with a TEST next week 

Friday, October 14. 

Biology 11U – Miss Kay: This week has been focused on 

factors that affect plant growth - macro/micronutrients, 

hormones, and other environmental factors. Students are 

designing their own lab to test the effects of changing conditions 

on plant growth. We will have the test on Friday, October 14.   

Chemistry 12U – Ms. Xu: We will have presentations on 

Benefit-Risk Analysis on Tuesday and the chapter 2 test on 

Friday.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving weekend! 

Construction Engineering Technology 11C – Mr. 

Haklander: Our sawhorse project demonstrated that the 

students have proper and safe use of power and hand tools. This 

week we have studied the fundamentals of the electrical systems 

and hope to apply these fundamentals in our electrical systems 

project. 

English 11C – Mrs. Vandermeyden: We will finish our novel 

study this week. Students will work on a culminating assignment, 

which will be due on Friday, October 21. We will also learn 

about the trait of organization in our writing workshop. 

English 11U – Mr. de Visser: We'll continue to read and study 

Cry, the Beloved Country and make connections to the EduDeo 

workshop we had this past week. Laurie Koning helped us to see 

how poverty can be conceptualized as the result of broken 

relationships, primarily with God, but also with other people, 

ourselves, and with the created world. It's clear that the 

problems in 1940s South Africa that the characters in our story 

are dealing with is the result of these same broken relationships. 

English 12C – Miss Averink: The argumentative essays are 

due on Friday at 11:59 PM. We will begin our new unit on The 

Hiding Place. I hope everyone has a great long weekend! 

Families in Canada 12U – Mr. Pennings: The Unit 1 

Culminating Project was due on Wednesday, Oct 5. The article 

"Seven Ways to Ruin your Life in your Twenties" quiz which was 

scheduled for Friday (which is a P.D. day) has been moved to 

Tuesday, Oct 11. The Life-Course Theories project is also due 

on Tuesday, Oct 11. The presentations will also on that day. 

Foundations for College Mathematics 11C – Miss Kay: 

We had such a fun week designing probability games and 

implementing those games with a fair on Wednesday. Next 

week, we'll review Statistics/Probability and finish the unit with a 

test on Wednesday, October 12. 

Functions 11U – Mr. Ellens: Next Wednesday we will have a 

review for our first unit test. On Thursday we aim to complete 

our Chapter Task. The test will be the following week. 

History 12U – Miss Averink: We have completed our second 

unit on the Renaissance, Reformation, and the Scientific 

Revolution. Students were assigned their culminating assignment 

today and should expect to hand them in next week. Have a great 

long weekend! 

Law 11M – Mrs. Bergsma: The students have been working 

hard creating posters/brochures about their rights and writing 

letters to MPs or newspaper editors about Human 

Rights/Charter issues. They started to work on their debate and 

will continue to do so next week. 

Philosophy 11M – Mr. Pennings: The Unit 1 Test will be held 

on Tuesday, Oct 11. Students are reminded to turn in their 

"What do you Think?" questions from chapters 16 & 17. The 

question from chapter 18 is due on Tuesday, Oct 11. 

Philosophy 12U – Mr. de Visser: We're well on our way to 

answering our unit question, "Why is there something rather 

than nothing?" So far, our answer is, "God made it so." We want 

to develop that further this week. For what purpose did God 

make the universe in which we live? What does that mean for 

us? What is God's call on our lives? 

Physics 11U – Ms. Xu: We are going to have our unit 2 test 

on Thursday. We also will conduct an investigation on Newton’s 

second law this week. A lab report will be handed in next week. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving weekend! 

Recreation and Healthy Active Living Leadership 12M - 

Mr. Pennings: Students who have completed their week of 

Sports Instruction are reminded to complete the group 

assessment rubric and the written reports. 
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The Grade 11 College Math class hosted the probability games fair on October 5, 2022. Students designed and 
implemented original games that manipulated and tested theoretical/experimental probability. It was a blast!  
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Cross Country Meet 
Emma Vrolyk – Gr. 11 Student 

With warm weather of 21 Celsius, sunshine, and the leaf tips on the trees just turning orange, October 4 was a wonderful day for Cross 

Country. The event was hosted by Woodland Christian High in Shade Mills Conservation area in Cambridge, which is filled with 

meandering trails throughout the woods and along the lake. There were lots of other schools there as well participating, and some of us 

even got to compete against people we knew. We finally got to run our races after three weeks of hard work practicing. The practice 

runs, jogging, and the hill sprints were all worth it to cross that finish line. (Though, even after running 6km with several large hills within 

it, I have to say – I still hate hills.) Overall, it was a wonderful season for cross country, and a wonderful day to finish off our season. 

Special thanks to Mr. Haklander and our volunteer coach, Mrs. Katherine Vanoostveen.  
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Calendar 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 Thanksgiving Day Niagara College 

(2:15pm) 
Boys’ VB (4-6pm) Girls’ BB (4-6pm) 

Ed Com Meeting 

 25th Anniversary 

celebrations 

(postponed to 

the spring 2023) 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 McMaster U (2:10pm)  Boys’ VB (4-6pm) Girls’ BB (4-6pm) Progress 

Reports issued 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

 

29 

  PT Conferences 

(3:30-5:30 pm) 

PT Conf (aft & 

evening) 

PD Day 

Board Meeting 

LRCSS 

Conference 

(no classes) 

 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

   Lambton Coll (8:40) 

Assembly (10am) 

Boys VB (4-6pm) 

CCRTC (8:55) 

Mohawk Coll (10:15) 

Girls BB (4-6pm) 

Boys VB – Quinte 
(all day) 

Girls BB – Quido 
(all day 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) Term 1 Ends 

Girls VB (4-6) 

Term 2 Begins Remembrance Day 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) Report Cards mailed 

Girls VB (4-6) 

Term 2 Begins PD Day  

 

.  

 
October and November 2022 

  


