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Unit Design is Challenging and Rewarding Work 

 

Have you ever wondered what teachers do on PD days?  Last week we had a student in the office, and she asked exactly that.  I think 
she expected to here that teachers kicked up their feet, did a bit of marking, and took an early afternoon off for the Thanksgiving 
weekend.  Not the case!  While many students were thankful for an early start to their Thanksgiving weekend, teachers were thankful 
for an opportunity to learn more about unit design and to spend time in curriculum development.  Here’s how we spent the day: 
Our morning started at 9:00 with staff devotions – the same way we start each day.  After that, we had a review lesson on our unit 
design process, which we have been working on for several years.  The day’s focus was on determining and drafting essential outcome 
statements.  As we design these units, we want to focus on one or two essential outcomes from the unit – the concept that we most 
want to shape students and be remembered for years.  This outcome is always uniquely Christian.  Often, it is connected to student 
understanding of God’s created design in this unit, or what it means for us to be faithful to God’s call in this sphere. 
 
Teachers also had a couple of hours in the morning to work 
independently on their unit designs.  These units are being 
implemented in this semester, with the goal of completing 
them by the Christmas break.  
 
In the afternoon, teachers gathered one more time to 
consider what a successful unit design and implementation 
will look like.  We worked together to develop an assessment 
tool – a survey that we will give to our students after the unit 
is complete.  We intend to use those surveys to help 
understand what went well and how we could improve our 
work. 
 
Unit design is challenging and rewarding work.  We recognize 
that the purpose of this design work is to take the mission 
and vision of Providence Reformed Collegiate and bring that 
to bear in every unit of study.  We want our teaching to be 
thoroughly Christian and to prepare students for service in 
God’s Kingdom.  Our PD work is to help teachers educate for 
the Kingdom of God.    
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General Announcements 

Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Parent-teacher conferences will take place on the afternoon of October 25 and afternoon and 

evening of October 26. 

The purpose of these conferences is for us, as church, home, and school, to continue to partner in the 

work of raising children in the fear of the LORD. Teachers and parents will be able to speak about the 

progress your children are making in their academic work, as well as their growth and maturation as 

young men and women of God. 

We know that coming to school is a considerable commitment for many of us who live far from 

Komoka, but this partnership is vital, and we warmly invite parents to seize the opportunity to meet 

with us. We are thankful for the community’s dedication to their children and the work being done at 

Providence. 

Progress Reports will be sent home with students on Friday, October 21. These are not the mid-term reports which will go out mid-

November, but we have found an earlier update to be helpful in working towards success for our students. These reports may also provide 

helpful information in preparation of parent-teacher conferences. 

You can reserve your spot for parent-conferences using this link: https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/code/khj3d.  

 

Yearbook:  The Yearbook committee will be organizing a sales drive next week. You will 

have an opportunity to pre-order your 2022-2023 yearbook for the low price of $35. Sales 

will be at lunch in the foyer – dates to be announced next week. We accept cash or cheque. 

 

 

Uniform: Gear up for winter! Land's End has a 30% off uniform sale which runs from October 13-17. The code is PRIME and the PIN is 

3488. If you have questions, please contact the PRC Uniform Committee at prcuniform@gamil.com   

Looking through the 1999-2000 Yearbook  

 

https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/code/khj3d
mailto:prcuniform@gamil.com
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Course Updates  

Grade 9 
Bible 9 – Mrs. Barrett/Mrs. Vandermeyden: (Old 

Testament): Students’ cultural mandate projects will be returned 

digitally next week through Teams; if your child didn’t submit 

their project yet, please encourage them to do so as soon as 

possible. Next week we will be studying some of the main 

redemptive events in the book of Exodus.   

(Church History): Students have a test on Tuesday, October 18, 

on when the church was young. Review sheets were distributed, 

and small groups took time to study together this past week. 

French 9 – Mrs. Bergsma: The students continued to look at 

different modes of communication and different ways of 

resolving conflict. On Wednesday, Oct. 19th, the students will 

have their final assessment for this unit. 

Learning Strategies 9: - Mrs. Pieterman:  Next week we’ll 

finish reading I am David and have our final Literature circle 

discussion. It’s really important for all students to come prepared 

to participate. This means read the chapters, and spend some 

time completing your role sheet. As our writing project, students 

will write a book report on the book “I am David”, including a 

review and recommendation. 

Healthy Active Living 9 – Mrs. Barrett: There was a lot of 

enthusiasm in our flag football games this week, especially since 

many students were learning and practicing new skills. 

Wonderful work, grade 9! Next week, we will do a short 

outdoor unit on ball hockey. Students may bring their own sticks 

if desired, which can be kept in my office. Thursday is our hike 

at Kains woods. Please remind your child to dress according to 

the weather for these outdoor activities, especially if the forecast 

for Monday holds. 

Science 9 – Mr. Vander Deen: This week we started our 

Chemistry unit.   Does Chemistry lead to better living?  The 

DuPont chemical production company thinks so.  Their motto 

back in the 60s was “Better Living Through Chemistry,” and they 

even made a musical about it featuring stain-resistant shoes and 

plastics like nylon and Teflon.  We started a lab today and will 

finish it on Monday.   

 

Grade 10 
Bible 10 – Mr. Ellens: Next week we will have a test on our 

second unit. Our Test will be on Wednesday.   

History 10 – Miss Averink: Next week, we start into our third 

unit on the 20s and 30s. We'll learn about the culture in the 20s 

and the depression of the 30s. Students were assigned their Unit 

2 summative project on Friday, and it will be due at the end of 

next week. 

Math 10D – Mr. Ellens: We will be working on a Chapter task 

on Monday and having a test on Tuesday (in the first block). Then 

we will move on to our next unit. 

Math 10P – Miss Kay:  We finished Unit 3: Linear Systems this 

week with a test and a poster project/presentation - they were 

very well done! We have moved on to Unit 4: Measurement. 

Science 10 – Ms. Xu: We will finish chapter 4 on the Plant 

system and move on to the Chemistry unit. The unit starts with 

workplace safety and WHMIS and we will cover chemical 

reactions and equations for the coming weeks.  Please hand in 

every assignment that was assigned for the Biology unit.   
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Grade 11 & 12 
Accounting 11E – Mrs. Pieterman: Due to illness, our test 

has been rescheduled for next week Wednesday, October 19. A 

reminder that it’s really important for students to complete all 

of the exercises assigned. It may seem repetitive, but building a 

strong foundation of basic skills now will be really helpful as we 

build on these skills through the course. 

Biology 11U – Miss Kay: We finished Unit 2: Plants - Structure 

and Function this week with a test and started an exciting new 

FLEx project in which we are testing the effects of changing 

conditions on plant growth. We will use our findings from the 

lab to design and propose a community garden for PRC - one 

which we hope to implement in the future! 

Chemistry 12U – Ms. Xu: We have done our Organic 

Chemistry unit and will move on to the Structure and Properties 

unit. You have done an excellent job on your presentations. 

Thanks for all your hard-work and have a wonderful weekend! 

Construction Engineering Technology 11C – Mr. 

Haklander: This week we have been learning about uses and 

features of construction materials. Our electrical boards should 

be completed by the end of this week. We are happy to report 

that we have not tripped any circuit breakers testing our circuits. 

English 11C – Mrs. Vandermeyden: We wrapped up our 

novel study with an oral and written test last week. This week, 

we will be going on a field trip on Tuesday to interview survivors 

of the siege of Sarajevo at the Bosnian Canadian Islamic Centre. 

A summary and reflection on those interviews will be due on 

Friday, October 21. Our new unit is on short stories, with a 

focus on memoirs. 

English 11U – Mr. de Visser: Students have been working on 

short presentations on poverty, crime, and homelessness in our 

Canadian context. These presentations will take place on 

Wednesday, October 19. We'll keep reading and studying Cry, 

the Beloved Country for the rest of the week. 

English 12C – Miss Averink: We hope to finish our latest 

book The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom. Next week we'll 

work through our study guide and students have been assigned 

chapters to lead a discussion in. 

Families in Canada 12U – Mr. Pennings: We have almost 

completed the Life-Course Theories presentations. The 

comparative essay based on these theories is due on Wednesday, 

Oct 19. Students are also working in groups of three to conduct 

an anticipatory socialization interview with a young adult under 

the age of 30. This interview report is due on Wednesday, Oct 

26. Students are reminded to continue working on the literature 

review phase of the ISU. The literature review is due on Tuesday, 

Oct 18. 

Foundations for College Mathematics 11C – Miss Kay: 

We finished Unit 1: Probability and Statistics this week with 

review and a test, and we moved onto Unit 2: Trigonometry with 

a review of SOHCAHTOA. 

Functions 11U – Mr. Ellens: We will have a review class on 

Monday and a Test for our first unit on Tuesday (in the first half 

of our double block). Then we plan on beginning our unit on 

Exponential Functions.  

History 12U – Miss Averink: We started into Unit 3 (1650-

1789) this week. Next week, the culminating assignment will be 

due on Friday (October 21). We also plan to look into slavery 

and the slave trade. 

Law 11M – Mrs. Bergsma: The students researched and 

collaborated to prepare for their debate which took place on 

Friday. Next week, we will start our new unit on criminal law. 

Philosophy 11M – Mr. Pennings: We have been studying the 

doctrine of total depravity as we wrestled with the question, "Is 

human nature good or evil?" After being thoroughly stripped by 

the law of God the grace of Christ shines that much brighter. 

We will continue our study of the nature of humanity in light of 

the Word of God. 

Philosophy 12U – Mr. de Visser: Students have had a heavy 

week, not in terms of workload but in subject matter. We 

explored questions related to the existence of God and the 

meaning of life. Atheism leaves us with a bleak picture. The 

Christian view of the world is not only optimistic and inspiring in 

the vocation it calls us to, thankfully it is also true! This coming 

week, students will seek to answer the unit question as it 

pertains to themselves: "Why do I exist?" Students have their 

unit test on Friday, October 21. 

Physics 11U – Ms. Xu: We will move on to Unit 3: work and 

Energy this week. Please hand in the lab report for Newton’s 

second Law by Wednesday.  The Unit 2 Test is on Monday. 

Recreation and Healthy Active Living Leadership 12M - 

Mr. Pennings: The second last group is ready to lead the sports 

instruction component of the course. Students are reminded to 

write up the written report based on their week of sports 

instruction. The written report is due on Friday, Oct 28. 
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Grade 10 Math 
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The Accounting class practiced their accounting skills, and their whiteboard skills, by creating  T-

accounts for Ted’s Golfing School. We made a Trial balance which helped us to find our mistakes. We 

created an Income statement which told us that Ted had a net income of $420 in the two-week 

accounting period. Lastly, we created a Balance Sheet that showed us the change in Owners Equity 

balance due to the net income. 
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Intramural reflection 
Devin Van Dyken, Gr 10 Student 

This past week soccer intramurals took place. Some teams came in after lunch, triumphant, and happy to have won. 

Others came with the gloom and disappointment of losing upon their faces. But what is the point of soccer intramurals?  

The point is simple; first to use the gifts of athleticism that God has given to us, second to learn how to work as a team, 

and, finally, to build a safe, fun, and involved community.   
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Calendar 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 McMaster U 
(2:10pm) 

ENG3C Bosnia 

Can. Islamic 

Centre 

(9:00-12:00) 

Boys’ VB (4-6pm) Girls’ BB (5pm) at 

Chatham 

Christian 

Progress Reports 

issued 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

 

29 

  PT Conferences 

(3:30-5:30 pm) 

PT Conf (aft & 

evening) 

PD Day 

Board Meeting 

LRCSS 

Conference 

(no classes) 

 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

   Lambton Coll (8:40) 

Assembly (10am) 

Boys VB (4-6pm) 

CCRTC (8:55) 

Mohawk Coll 
(10:15) 

CHY4U Banting 
House (12:00-3:30) 

Girls BB (4-6pm) 

Boys VB – Quinte 
(all day) 

Girls BB – Guido 
(all day) 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) Term 1 Ends 

Girls VB (4-6) 

Term 2 Begins Remembrance 

Day 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) 

PRC Fall 

Membership Mtg. 

Hockey (7am) Report Cards 

mailed 

Girls VB (4-6) 

Term 2 Begins PD Day  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) Girls VB (4-6)    

 

.  

 
October and November 2022 

  


