
 

 

The Providence Post 
a weekly publicat ion of PRC school news  

93 Queen Street, Komoka, ON   N0L 1R0  |  519-471-0661  |  office@providencerc.com 

The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 

and good fruits, impartial, and sincere.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 

those who make peace.  James 3:17-18 ESV 

Volume 26, Issue 9 Thursday, October 27, 2022 

www.providencerc.com 

Komoka vs. China: Parent Teacher Conferences 

By Mr. de Visser and Mr. Vander Deen 

Very few of us have experienced parent teacher 

conferences in China.  We had PT conferences this week 

at Providence, and on Wednesday evening, staff shared a 

delicious dinner together during our break.  (Thank you, 

Education Committee, for a delicious meal!)  During 

dinner, Ms. Xu told us all about PT conferences in China.   

In China, parents come into the classroom and sit in their 

child’s seat. The teacher then proceeds to lecture parents 

about what they need to know and how the class is doing. 

Parents may then be called to the front for individual 

conferences, but these only happen if the teacher has 

problems with the child.  

In China, speaking with the teacher is a negative thing. 

Honour and decorum are highly valued, and an individual 

conference is associated with fear and public shame.  

Hearing this made us thankful for our conferences!  

At Providence, parent-teacher conferences are about 

parents and teachers working together.  Our deep hope 

is that God, through home, church, and school, will raise a generation that loves the Lord, desires His Kingdom, and 

offers all their gifts in personal submission to Jesus Christ. As we say at school, “We are Crew,” and this is a precious 

time for parents and teachers to discuss student progress towards mastery of curriculum and their growth and 

maturation as young men and women of God. We certainly talk about challenges and problems that need to be 

addressed, but shame and fear are not what flavour our conversations. As we sat back in Room ABC and observed other 

conferences taking place, we could see again the beauty of a community where parents and staff have a shared love for 

students and vision of what makes a meaningful life. Thanks be to God for this gift! Thank you, parents, for the 

commitment you have to the ongoing work at school. Please be reminded that our partnership is not limited to one

This is a picture of a Chinese classroom during parent teacher 

conferences.  Parents are sitting at their child's desk, and they are 

waiting to hear from the teacher.  Ms. Xu translated the Mandarin at 

the front of the classroom.  Board: "End of year parent teacher 

conference.”  Above the board: “Study hard.  Think Critically.  Moral 

Discernment.  Practice Diligently.”   
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conference each semester. If you have any concerns or questions, please reach out!   

In one of our morning devotions this week, staff reflected on this great task we have as we read Deuteronomy 6. When 

our teens ask, “what’s the point of school? Why do we have to learn all this?”, take heart in knowing that teens have been 

asking this question for thousands of years and our answer stays the same: we point them to the redemptive work of God. 

“When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and 

the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?’ then you shall say to your son, ‘We were 

Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt  with a mighty hand. And the LORD showed 

signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. And 

He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in and give 

us the land that He swore to give to our fathers. And the Lord 

commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD 

our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us 

alive, as we are this day. And it will be righteousness for us, if we 

are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, 

as He has commanded us.’”  

“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD 

your God has chosen you to be a people for His treasured 

possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” 

(Deuteronomy 6:20-25 & 7:6)  

General Announcements 

Assembly: Our November assembly is this Wednesday, Nov. 2 at 1:05 pm (note the change of time).  ARPA representative Mike 

Schouten plans to present to the student, staff, and community on "Saved to be a Light of the World." Mike will speak about why we are 

called to be a light of the world - that we have been saved from something (eternal death) and saved for something (life with Christ). 

We'll look at the importance of having a right understanding of identity, how to suffer well, and the importance of prayer to prepare us 

to be a bright light in a dark world. After the assembly, students will be given the opportunity to apply our James 3 theme passage on 

being peaceable and gentle, in contributing to a school-wide ARPA Easymail campaign in their crews. 

Post-secondary open houses and visit days are frequent at this time of year. Please check the website of any institutions you or your 

son/daughter may be considering if that is of interest to you. For example, this coming Saturday Oct 29th, all Fanshawe College campus 

have open houses between 10am-2pm. It’s worth visiting campuses, especially if there are questions you would like answered.   

Girls Volleyball: With much excitement and eagerness, I can announce that the girls’ volleyball season will commence soon. Girls of all 

grades are welcome to try out! Our first tryout will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 9 from 4-6pm at the CCS gym. Our season runs from 

November – February, and practices will happen on Wednesday nights from 4-6pm at CCS. Go Patriots! (Mrs. Bergsma)  

Boys basketball: With much more excitement and much more eagerness, I also announce that the boys basketball season will start 

soon. Boys of all grades are welcome to try out! Our first tryout will take place on Monday, Nov. 7 from 4:00-5:45pm at the CCS gym. 

Our season runs from November – February, and practices will happen on Monday nights. Go Patriots! (Mr. de Visser) 

Hockey team: With a superlative level of extraordinary excitement and the most possible amount of eagerness, I hereby announce that 

the hockey season is upon us.  All students are welcome to try out!  Our first practice is November 8 at 7:00 am in Mount Brydges at the 

Tri-Township Arena.  Practices will be on Tuesday mornings.  Chris Veenema, Steve Pastoor, and Phil Dekker will be coaching, with Mike 

Vander Deen as staff rep.  Go Patriots! (Mr. Vander Deen) 

From the Property Committee:  As part of due diligence and good practice, the committee is opening up the annual snow removal 

contract at Providence Reformed Collegiate for tender.  If this is an opportunity that you would be interested in, please read, fill out and 

submit the attached tender.  You are also encouraged to forward this on to anyone who may be interested.  In 

order to be considered for this contract, your tender must be received by the Property Committee by 
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November 4, 2022.  If you have any questions, please contact Will Dokter at dokter.will@providencerc.com. 

You are invited to our New Student Day at Providence! We look forward to getting to know you and sharing our school community 

with you. Download our schedule here. 

 

If you are considering Providence Reformed Collegiate for your teen’s high school education, please join us for our virtual parent 

information evening from 8:00-9:00 pm via Zoom. 

Meet with out principal, guidance counsellor, and board chair to learn about the mission and vision of Providence, our program of 

learning, our learning assistance department and busing. Our mission is about educating for the kingdom. Please call the office at 519-

471-0661 or email office@providencerc.com to register for our parent information evening.   

mailto:dokter.will@providencerc.com
https://www.providencerc.com/uploads/7/9/8/6/79863340/2022-23_new_student_day_flyer__1_.pdf
mailto:office@providencerc.com
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Looking through the 2004-2005 Yearbook  
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Course Updates  

Grade 9 

Bible 9 – Mrs. Barrett/Mrs. Vandermeyden: (Old 

Testament): Students will present their formative work on 

Wednesday after I conference with each group on Monday. We 

will spend time in Deuteronomy and Joshua next week; 

students will also begin to prepare their individual Crew 

devotion (first task due Friday Nov 4).  (Church Histor)y: We 

will continue to learn about the rise and spread of Islam and 

how God preserved His Church amidst attacks from without. 

Students will begin a group project on the persecuted Church. 

These projects will be ongoing for the next several Tuesdays. 

Groups will begin presenting on November 22. 

French 9 – Mrs. Bergsma: This week, we started our new 

unit and practiced new vocabulary/phrases related to our 

pastimes and activities. The students completed many oral 

activities as well as a role play that they will present on Tuesday 

next week. 

Learning Strategies 9: - Mrs. Pieterman: We wrapped up 

our Literature circle by watching the “I am David” movie and 

comparing it to the book. Generally, the students felt that the 

book was better (isn’t it always?). Students also had their first 

experience with MLA formatting as we polished book reports. 

Enjoy your extra long weekend! 

Healthy Active Living 9 – Mrs. Barrett: Our ball hockey 

lessons have been interrupted due to rain, but we hope to be 

outside next Wednesday (and part of Thursday?) to further 

develop those skills. Our other classes will continue to focus on 

basketball skill and incorporating more strategies on the court. 

Thursday Nov 3rd, students will have an information quiz on 

basic basketball concepts.   

Science 9 – Mr. Vander Deen:  We are learning about the 

beauty and complexities of atomic structure.  The advancement 

of scientific knowledge about the atom in the last 120 years has 

been absolutely amazing, and we recognize that our 

understanding of the atom is far from complete.  But God 

knows, and further discovery leads to our praise of our 

heavenly Father who designed all this in the beginning and 

upholds it even now.  Our pace through the material has been a 

bit slower than I intended, so we did not do a quiz on 

Wednesday.  We will do a quiz on Wednesday, November 2.   

Grade 10 

Bible 10 – Mr. Ellens: We are working through our unit on 

creeds and confessions. 

History 10 – Miss Averink: This week we started our 

discussion on the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. 

Next week we will have our Unit 3 Test, so students should be 

prepared for that. 

Math 10D – Mr. Ellens: We are working on our unit on 

Quadratics. There will be daily questions and assignments. 

Math 10P – Miss Kay:  We have mastered conversions and 

their applications when measuring the surface area and volume 

of objects. We will start next week with an assignment and 

complete an open book test before we move on to 

Trigonometry. 

Science 10 – Ms. Xu: Students have done an excellent job 

working on their periodic table project. Be prepared to give 

presentations to the class! Besides that, we will learn how to 

name various types of compounds and have quizzes each day 

this week.   

Kains Woods – Grade 9 enjoyed this beautiful scenery on a hike. 
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Grade 11 & 12 
Accounting 11E – Mrs. Pieterman: This week we moved 

on to Unit 3 of the course. All the practice students have done 

on the basics of accounting will be important now as we move 

into the General Journal and posting transactions to the ledger 

from the journal. 

Biology 11U – Miss Kay: The soybean lab has been 

completed after 2 weeks of manipulating the external factors of 

growth - we will use these findings to inform and complete our 

FLEx project to design a community garden. We are also well 

underway with our Body Systems unit with a look at the 

digestive and circulatory systems. 

Chemistry 12U – Ms. Xu: We have come to chapter 4 and 

will start the chapter with an investigation. You will design the 

procedure as groups and carry out your plan. No test this 

week. Please hand in your lab report for the last experiment by 

Monday! Thanks!   

Construction Engineering Technology 11C – Mr. 

Haklander: We have completed the practical portion of our 

plumbing project. The reflection and diagram are due next 

Thursday. This week we plan to lay blocks in the classroom. 

This is the start of our major project. 

English 11C – Mrs. Vandermeyden: Students received 

feedback for their interview summaries. Revised and edited 

summaries along with posters (summaries plus visuals) are due 

on Tuesday. We will continue with our short story unit this 

week. We will read and analyze several memoirs, and then 

students will write their own memoirs, focusing on voice and 

theme. 

English 11U – Mr. de Visser: Students must finish reading 

the novel over the weekend. They are reminded to complete 

their journal entries while they read in preparation for 

Monday's discussions. 

English 12C – Miss Averink: We watched The Hiding Place 

this week and next week we will finish the movie, and start 

writing our own movie reviews. Students will have to choose a 

movie to review and  write a proper movie review. Parents will 

be expected to sign off on the movie their son/daughter 

chooses before they can start writing. 

Families in Canada 12U – Mr. Pennings: Students were 

working in groups of three on an Anticipatory Socialization 

Interview assignment. This assignment was turned in on 

Wednesday of this week. The Unit 2 culminating assignment 

(Magazine assignment) will be due on Wednesday, Nov 9. 

Students are also reminded that the IUS Phase 2 is due on 

Tuesday, Nov 1. The actual survey results will be due on 

Tuesday, Nov 15. 

Foundations for College Mathematics 11C – Miss Kay: 

We have gotten better at manipulating and applying the Sine 

and Cosine Laws this week. We will move onto Geometry next 

week as we look at 3D figures. 

Functions 11U – Mr. Ellens: Next week we will be working 

through our Unit on Exponential Functions. There will be daily 

homework and quizzes. 

History 12U – Miss Averink: This week we started our 

discussion on the Enlightenment. Next week we will continue 

this discussion and start on the American Revolution. We also 

have our student-guided tour of historical places in London on 

Thursday. Please make sure I receive permission slips by 

Monday, October 31. 

Law 11M – Mrs. Bergsma: The students continued to work 

on and edit their human rights letters this week. We also 

reviewed the elements of a crime and looked at several 

examples of mens rea (guilty mind) and actus reus (guilty act). 

Next week, we will analyze the movie 12 Angry Men. 

Philosophy 11M – Mr. Pennings: We are almost finished 

the first half of the metaphysics unit. We have been studying 

anthropology (doctrine of man) from a biblical perspective. The 

unit test will be on Wednesday, Nov 2. To finish up this unit 

there is a Research and Inquiry assignment due on Friday, Nov 

3. The "Who Am I?" assignment is also due on that date. 

Philosophy 12U – Mr. de Visser: Students must submit their 

unit 3 essay tonight (Thursday, October 27) and finish 

preparing for a class discussion on readings for Monday. 

Students were given plenty of time to work on these tasks this 

past week. 

Physics 11U – Ms. Xu: We are about to finish chapter 5 and 

may have a chapter test on Thursday. An assignment on uses of 

energy will be given and you will have some class time to work 

on it.   

Recreation and Healthy Active Living Leadership 12M - 

Mr. Pennings: The sports-instruction part of the course is 

complete, and we are in class studying the theories of 

leadership. There is a test on chapter 1 on Thursday, Nov 3. 

Students are also reminded to prepare their written report 

based on their week of sports instruction for Friday, Nov 4. 
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Law 11 students debating 

about human rights 

 French 9 students asking each other about their music genre 

preferences and giving reasons to support their opinions. 

History 10 students learning how to do the Charleston 

during their lesson on the “Roaring Twenties”. 
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Girls’ Basketball game: PRC vs Chatham Christian School.  We won 39-29!  Go Patriots! 

  

  

The construction 

class getting 

foundation 

measurements 

for the block 

laying. 
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Calendar 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

 St. Clair College 

(Period D) 

 Lambton Coll (8:40) 

Assembly (1pm) 

Boys VB (4-6pm) 

CCRTC (8:55) 

CHY4U Banting 
House (12:00-3:30) 

Girls BB (4-6pm) 

Boys VB – Quinte 
(all day) 

Girls BB – Guido (all 

day) 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) Ridgetown (1pm) 

Term 1 Ends 

Girls VB (4-6) 

Term 2 Begins Remembrance 

Day 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 Western (8:55) 

Boys BB (4-5:45) 

PRC Fall 

Membership Mtg. 

Hockey (7am) Report Cards 

mailed 

Girls VB (4-6) 

 High School 

Collaboration Day 

(no classes) 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) Girls VB (4-6) Mohawk College 

(10:15) 

  

27 28 29 30 24 25 26 

 Boys BB (4-5:45) Hockey (7am) 

Conestoga 

College (10:30am) 

New Student Day 

Girls VB (4-6) 

   

 

.  

 
October and November 2022 

  


