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English 11U Trip to Indwell 
Pam Vandermeyden 

On a rainy Tuesday morning, the Grade 11 English class, along with Mrs. Zekveld and Mr. 

VanBerkel, boarded Mr. Morgan’s bus and made the trip to Indwell’s Dundas Street location. 

Julie Ryan, Indwell’s director of communication, invited us into the lunchroom and shared their 

mission and core values with the students. Indwell is a Christian charity that is active in seven 

communities (including London, Woodstock, and St Thomas), working to provide affordable 

housing communities for people who have experienced homelessness. They are unique because 

their buildings offer independent apartments while also providing many inhouse supports that 

promote “health, wellness and belonging.” The students were able to focus on communication 

skills by asking direct, important, and thoughtful questions. Julie then led us on a tour of Dundas 

Street on our way to their Woodfield Gate location, which includes in-house employment 

opportunities for their residents. We were able to witness and hear about people living with 

extreme brokenness – in their minds, their bodies, their relationships, and with God. Indwell 

views each of their residents as having inherent dignity because they are, each one, created in 

the image of God. Through our visit, Julie’s encouragement, our service opportunity, and our 

prayer the students were able to see how we too can be ambassadors of reconciliation. One of 

our goals is to take these understandings with us back to the classroom and apply them to our 

study of Cry, the Beloved Country, a novel that deals 

with topics of racism, poverty, and brokenness in a 

South African context. Further, we hope that 

students will reflect on Christ’s role as our 

Redeemer; how he takes our brokenness and makes 

us whole; how “in Christ God was reconciling the 

world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of 

reconciliation” (1 Corinthians 5:19, ESV).  
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Word & Deed 

Scott Koopman – Class of 2005 

On November 15, there was a special assembly with a visit by Mr. Scott Koopman (’05), from Word & Deed and Mr. Juan Carlos 

from Educación Plus in Costa Rica, a partner of Word & Deed. The students heard about the life of young people in the shanty 

towns around San Jose, Costa Rica and the various ways that Educación Plus reaches out to them with physical help and the hope 

of the Gospel. The staff of Educación Plus form relationships with the students also seeking to change their thoughts to a Christian 

worldview so they no longer see themselves as a victim. School supplies, food relief, weekly Bible clubs, and annual camps are a 

key part of their ministry. After the assembly the students discussed the presentation in their Crew Groups. May we continue to 

pray for these young people in the shanty towns. 
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General Information 

Co-operative Education  
Two pre-placement classes will be held this semester for students who have signed up for Co-op classes next semester. These 

classes are held following the regular school day and are mandatory to achieve the Co-op credit. The dates for these classes are 

December 7 and 14. Please be sure your child makes the appropriate arrangements to attend. 

 

Fall Fundraising Drive 
Dear members and supporters of PRC,  

Reading and hearing the news stories of the day, we as a covenant community are continually reminded now more than ever of 

the need to equip the next generation with a strong Biblical, Reformed foundation!  This responsibility includes providing the 

financial means to support the ongoing operating costs of Christian education. To that end the Finance committee of PRC is very 

thankful to inform you that to date $135,174.33 has been generously donated towards our Annual Fall Fundraising Drive. The 

Drive began on the Thanksgiving weekend, and we are now at about 30% of our goal of $473,000, which is what is required to 

balance this school year’s budget. Our goal is to complete the drive by Christmas, so that we can move forward with a balanced 

budget as the Capital Campaign gets underway. As you make your decisions regarding year-end giving, please consider how you 

can contribute to the Drive. We covet your continued support in this effort, both prayerfully and financially.  

Any donation may be sent by mail to the school at 93 Queen Street, Komoka, N0L 1R0, or by e-transfer to 

prcfinance@gmail.com.  

In thankfulness for your support, 

The Finance Committee of PRC 

Upcoming Events 

Christmas Concert: Providence Reformed Collegiate invites you to join us for our Christmas Concert, 'There is a Yearning' 

on Friday, December 8, 2023, at 7:30pm at Providence United Reformed Church, 447 Second Street, Strathroy. 
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New Student Day 
You are invited to our New Student Day at Providence! We look forward to getting to know you and sharing our school 

community with you. Download our schedule here. 

 

 

Parent Information Evening 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.providencerc.com/new-student-day.html
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Pursuit of a Calling 
We had a great day this week with Pursuit of a Calling!  More details next week, but for now we extend a great thank you to 26 

different speakers (including 13 alumni) who presented at different times throughout the day.  Thank you to: 

Anne Marie Baker – Physiotherapist 

Bill Dokter – Brick Layer 

Elisha Vanderveen, Class of 2011 – Hairdresser 

Eric Bos, Class of 2014 – Mechanic/Military 

Erik deVries, Class of 2013 – Feed Nutritionist 

Erin Komdeur, Class of 2014 – Sales 

Jake Huizinga, Class of 2016 – Fire Fighter 

Jeanette Wattel – PSW 

Jennifer Nyman – Social Work 

Jordan Zekveld, Class of 2009 – Construction Project Manager 

Josh VanderHeide, Class of 2014 – Electrician  

Judith Vellenga – Teacher 

Krista Vanderwal, Class of 2006 – Bookkeeper/Office Admin 

Maaike Schouten, Class of 2018 – Teacher 

Mark Sipkens – Landscaper 

Mike Veenema – Agronomist 

Paul Tauschek – Pilot 

Phil Dekker – Robotics  

Phil Zekveld, Class of 2013 – Nurse 

Rebecca Jones, Class of 2016 – Educational Assistant 

Rebecca Tamminga – Vet Tech 

Rev Vreugdenhill – Opening Address 

Ryan Kleefman, Class of 2010 - Genetic Technologist 

Sean Oostdyk, Class of 2002 – Lawyer 

Ted & Lynda Schouten – Entrepreneurs 

Tobin Kamminga – Aviation Engineer 

Will Nywening – Municipal Planner 

We also extend a great “Thank you” to the Pursuit of a Calling Committee: Leanne DeBoer, Rebecca Veenema, Lynne Pennings, 

Jennifer Van Dyken, and Rik Haklander.  
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Art 11 Fieldtrip 
The Art 11 class ventured to the Dokter's workshop in Wyoming on Thursday to learn about the glazing and firing process for the 

clay pots they made in class. Marieke Dokter and Angela MacDermid explained how to use the pottery wheel, how to properly 

glaze the pots, and described how many times and at what temperatures the pots would be fired in the kiln.  
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Course Updates  

Grade 9 

Bible 9 – Mrs. Vandermeyden: This week, we will 

continue our study of Wisdom Books. Students will finish 

their investigation of a Psalm, which they hope to share with 

a group of seniors during our December 14 double-block. 

There will be a test on Wisdom Literature on Friday, 

December 1. 

French 9 – Mrs. Bergsma: This week, the students 

worked through what language to use when describing their 

purchases. We also talked about our purchasing habits, 

whether it's online or in person. Next week Monday, the 

students will complete their mid-unit checkup. 

Healthy Active Living 9 – Mr. Pennings: Students are 

reminded of the Healthy Eating Plan that was due today. 

Students will be working on their Nutrition Posters next 

week. The next unit of study in health class will be Crucial 

Conversations. The badminton knowledge and skills testing 

will respectively be on Tuesday and Thursday/Friday of next 

week. Students have been working on creating a game and 

preparing to lead the class. The games will begin on 

Thursday, Dec 30. A schedule has been posted on the 

Teams page. 

Learning Strategies 9 – Mrs. Pieterman: We wrapped 

up our “I am David” literature circle study this week. 

Students completed their book reports and we watched the 

movie version of the story. Students compared the book and 

the movie as we discussed similarities and differences, and 

which media format was most effective. Next week we’ll 

begin our Careers unit. 

Science 9 – Mr. Ellens: Next week we will be working on 

finishing off our unit on Electricity. We will have a few 

lessons and review classes. The test will be the following 

week. 

Grade 10 

Bible 10 – Mr. de Visser:  This week, we've been 

reflecting on what it means to know another person. We 

can only come to know another person if they choose to 

reveal themselves to us. Thanks be to God that He chose to 

reveal Himself to us! What a privilege it is that we may study 

Scripture. Students are practicing their application of Biblical 

interpretation skills and strategies. They should complete 

their work on Mark 5 for Monday's class. 

Canadian History since World War 1 – Miss Averink: 

We are working steadily through the Second World War. 

We covered the difficult topic of the Holocaust on Tuesday 

and students will submit a reflection on this lesson by Friday, 

November 24 @ 11:59. Next week, we will complete our 

unit and have a test on Friday. 

Math 10D – Mr. Vander Deen: We are now studying 

Vertex Form and working with translations and technology.  

We’ll be working on this early next week and then will move 

on to completing the perfect square to help us convert 

quadratic equations from standard form to vertex form. 

Math 10P – Mrs. Barrett/Mrs. Tenhage: SOH CAH 

TOA what? Ask your child what these letters represent in 

our math unit. We will practice solving problems using both 

trigonometry ratios and similar triangles next week. Our 

unit 5 test will be Thursday, November 30. We will also 

work on a trigonometry-related career project next week, 

due the following Tuesday, December 5th.   

Science 10D – Ms. Xu: We will have the chapter 6 test on 

Tuesday, Nov. 28. Please hand in chapter review by Monday. 

We will conduct another experiment and you shall hand in 

the lab report afterward. 

Grade 11 and 12 

Accounting Essentials – Miss Averink: We will start our 

next large project next week titled "Community Theatre". 

Students are reminded to keep up with the homework and 

to complete their review sheets as they are assigned. 

Art 11M– Mrs. Bergsma: The students have been 

studying ancient African artwork and styles that were 

prevalent in different African cultures. On Thursday, we 

were able to go on a fieldtrip to the Dokter's to learn about 

how to fire clay pots in a kiln and how to glaze them. We 

then started working on our masks project. 

Biology 11U – Miss Wattel: We are in our unit on 

genetics. The students are learning about how traits are 

passed down from parents to children but using a number of 

different tools 

English 11C – Mrs. Pieterman: As we begin our poetry 

unit, students spent some time pondering the impact of 

words. The words that we choose are important and 

impactful. Creating or reading poetry forces us to slow 

down, to really consider our word choices and the impact 

they have. Students will be working towards creating a 

poetry portfolio in this short unit. We’ll also be listening to 

an audio drama “Amazing Grace” that highlights the stories 

of William Wilberforce, John Newton and Olaudah Equiano. 

English 11U – Mrs. Vandermeyden: This week, students 

will be work on culminating essays for Cry, the Beloved 

Country. Prewriting and research will happen on Monday; 

students will write their essays, in class, on Tuesday; 
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revisions will happen on Wednesday; and final drafts will be 

due on Thursday, November 30. We will also begin a 

documentary assignment, in which students will research a 

local organization that deals with an aspect of poverty in 

their communities. 

Entrepreneurship Venture Planning – Mr. Haklander: 

Students have been learning about financial planning and 

obligations. This has enabled them to establish clear, specific, 

and measurable financial objectives. We have learned these 

concepts by creating a personal budget and applying the 

concepts in their venture. 

Families in Canada 12U/C – Mrs. Barrett/Mrs. 

Tenhage: If you haven’t heard anything yet about our guest 

speaker panel on parenting this past Tuesday, I encourage 

you to ask your son/daughter to share some of the key 

points they hope to remember. Our unit 3 test on intimate 

relationships/marriage will be written next Tuesday, 

November 28. Next week, we will start continue unit 4, 

“Parent, Child & Family Relationships,” looking at the 

transition to parenthood for a couple, parenting styles, and 

read a Godly resource on parenting. We also welcome two 

guest speakers on Thursday to discuss adoption and foster 

care within Christian families. Interview project: Students 

should have already arranged an interview; they should do 

so ASAP otherwise. Criteria for the interview parameters 

and for the question categories are on Teams. Students will 

create an audio reflection for this project, and the 

assignment and rubric are posted on Teams. Independent 

Study Unit (ISU): We continue to work towards supporting 

the thesis we created in our literature review paper. A draft 

needs to be ready for Friday Dec 8th for peer-review, and 

the final ISU is due Tuesday Dec 19th. Students have an 

average of one class/week for this research work, but if they 

are behind, they should work on this a little bit at home. 

French 11U – Mrs. Bergsma: The students completed 

their final test on our novel on Monday. For the rest of the 

week, we reviewed the conditional present and practiced 

the conditional past. We also continued to discuss poverty 

and read a story from Martinique. 

Functions 11U – Mr. Ellens: Next week we plan on 

having a Test on Thursday on our Trigonometry unit. We 

will also have a chapter task on Tuesday. We will be 

reviewing in class on Wednesday. 

Math 11C – Ms. Xu: Students have done a great job on 

the last chapter test. The presentations on the dream house 

are scheduled for Monday.  Please check the rubric and see 

if you need to edit any part of your design before 

presentation. 

Philosophy 11M – Mr. Pennings: The unit on 

anthropology is done. We are beginning to study the 

existence of God. We will be studying the different 

"theories" for the existence of God. Along the way we will 

deeply investigate the credibility of the TAG argument for 

the existence of God. 

Philosophy 12U – Mr. de Visser: We are comparing 

different ethical frameworks, from Taoism to Utilitarianism, 

Aristotle to Peter Singer. This coming week's focus will be 

on how this relates to personhood. On Tuesday's class, 

students will listen to an address by Nancy Pearcey on her 

book, Love Thy Body. Thursday's class will feature a guest 

speaker from the Canadian Centre for Bio-ethical Reform, 

outlining strategies for handling common objections to the 

pro-life position and in favour of abortion. As Ray Pennings 

reminded the staff at last week's PD day, the Christian 

commitment to the dignity of all human beings as being 

created in the image of God should be foundational to our 

ethical theory and practice. 

Recreation & Healthy Active Living Leadership 12M 

– Mr. Pennings: The first unit on Theories of Leadership is 

almost complete. The last part of the unit will consider 

Group Development. The test for this unit will be on Friday, 

Dec 1. Students will be leading interactive activities on Friday 

afternoons, beginning on Dec 1. 

Physics 11U – Ms. Xu: We finished chapter 11, and the 

test is scheduled on Tuesday, Nov. 28. A research paper on 

careers in physics will be assigned and presentations will be 

on Friday. 

Transportation Technology 11C – Mr. Haklander: 

This week students learned to identify the function and 

explain the operation of the major components of various 

types of suspension systems. We will continue these lessons 

into next week. I am encouraging the students to be more 

specific in their lab write up to demonstrate their 

understanding of problem-solving techniques and the repair 

procedures. 

World History since the Fifteenth Century – Miss 

Averink: We have completed our second unit. We've 

covered many large topics, and this means we have a test 

coming up. We will spend some time preparing for the test 

next week, but students should prepare for the test on 

Wednesday. 
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Calendar 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

 Hockey – 7am 

Boys’ BB – 3:45pm 

 New Student 

Day 

Girls’ VB -4pm 

10:15-CCBR - 

Philosophy 

Girls’ VB – 

Redeemer  

  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 Hockey – 7am 

Boys’ BB – 3:45pm 

 Girls’ VB -4pm Co-op Preplacement 

class- 3:30 

 

Christmas Concert 

– 7:30-pm – 

Providence United 

Reformed Church 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 Hockey – 7am 

Boys’ BB – 3:45pm 

Double Block - 

BBAA 

Girls’ VB -4pm Double Block DDCC 

Bible 9 - Trillium 

Co-op Preplacement 

class- 3:30 

Girls’ VB Chatham 

tournament at 3:30 

Heritage Senior 

Boys’ BB 

tournament 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 Hockey – 7am 

Boys’ BB – 3:45pm 

 9:50 Assembly 

Girls’ VB -4pm 

Board Meeting Last day of classes  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 Christmas Day      

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

       

 

  

 
November/December 2023 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


