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“Go Forward in Faith”

Mrs. Vandermeyden

How best to engage and instruct a Grade 12 class about parenting when it still seems like a distant stage for many of
them? One of the most meaningful ways is to let them learn from those who have experience as parents and
grandparents. As part of our Families in Canada Parenting unit, we invited guest speakers to share their experiences and
wisdom through a parenting panel as well as presentations on foster care, adoption, and infertility. Each presenter
shared their experiences with honesty and humility, but the focus on faith and prayer was constant through each story.
The main message, or takeaway, for the students was to “go forward in faith.” Chris Dokter shared this encouragement
with me after her presentation to the class. She emphasized that if God wants you somewhere, He will open doors.
Each presenter shared that same message in their own way.

Parenting Panel — Amy Oosterhof,
Jessica Slaa, Diane Bergsma, Janelle
DeVries, Gerald Harke, and Mark
and Tracy VanBerkel all agreed to sit
on our Parenting Guest Panel. We
are thankful for the Godly wisdom
and unique perspectives they shared
with our class. They were able to
answer questions about joys,
challenges, discipline, helpful
resources, stages, support and

community, and family devotions.
I ¥

Foster Care — Niki Pennings shared how her upbringing led her and her
husband to see foster care as a ministry God was calling them to. With Micah
6:8 as her favourite Bible verse, and with deep pro-life beliefs, they began
fostering shortly after their marriage. They felt that “with a big house,
property, and love in our hearts,” they could offer a safe place for vulnerable
children. Their first foster child brought many joys and challenges, including
the celebration and heartbreak of 'kin-care reunification'. Today, as a foster-
to-adopt home, they continue to welcome children while also supporting
reunification whenever safely possible. Niki emphasized that their ability to do
this work comes only through Christ. She reminded the students, “If we love
babies and we are pro-life, then we need to do more.” Our pro-life
convictions should encompass everything we do. Not everyone can, or should,
foster, but everyone can help: babysit, make a meal, pray, and offer
understanding and encouragement.
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Adoption - Chris Dokter’s journey into adoption began long before she ever
realized it. As a child, she became aware that there were children in the world
who were not cared for, and God brought that awareness back to her
throughout her life. When her own son James was born with Down syndrome,
it renewed her desire to adopt a child with special needs. Chris and Will began
asking what it might look like for their family to serve through adoption, and

despite concerns about whether their Christian faith would be a barrier, every
door continued to open. They welcomed Silas into their home in 2021. He has
been a joy to parent, and he is growing in his ability to communicate with and
trust his parents and siblings.

Chris powerfully shared with the class her awe at seeing the Biblical parable of
adoption being lived out right in front of her. God could have used any
relationship structure He wanted, but He chose to adopt us into His family.
Watching her son Silas learn to trust, to ask for help, and to accept comfort
revealed to her a picture of our own relationship with God.

“We are damaged; we don’t always know how to come to God our Father,” she told the class. “We are children in the
house of our Father, yet we often feel like we have to figure it all out ourselves.” Silas’ story reminds us that God invites
us to come to Him, to pray, to rest in His love, and to remember that we, too, are His adopted children.

Infertility — Today we heard Brittany Vander Elst share about her and
her husband Martin’s long journey through infertility and their joyful
anticipation of a child this spring. She reminded us that each new life is
truly a miracle and only God is the creator of life. We are thankful for
the sensitivity, wisdom, compassion, and honesty with which she spoke
to the students.

These presentations gave our students a deeper understanding of the :
way God shapes families through joys and challenges, calling us to “go forward in falth We are grateful for each
speaker and for the important discussions and reflections that their presentations encouraged in our class.
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Christmas Concert
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped with our Christmas Concert last week! It was a beautiful evening of giving praise

to our King.
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General Announcements
Assembly

PRC is inviting you to an assembly on Wednesday, December 17, 2025. Mrs. Barrett (formerly known as Miss Schilthuis) will be
speaking. The theme for the assembly is "Christ: The Mediator of Prayer". This fits within the larger theme for the year which is:
“Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke I1:1). Join us from 9:50 — 10:35 as we learn about Prayer. Afterwards there will be refreshments.
Please come and enjoy!

Holiday Big Give

From November |7 to December 12, our school collected non-perishable food items, hygiene products, and winter essentials to
support Ark Aid’s seasonal initiative, which cares for and supports vulnerable individuals throughout the winter months. Thank you
to our student body and extended community for your generosity!

We’re thankful to launch this year’s Fall Fund Drive with
Gloril'\'ing God gratitude and prayerful trust in the Lord’s provision. Our goal
Tl 'Oll.i.';h (’.‘iving : this year is to raise $341,761 to help support families in

! s ! providing their children with a Christian education rooted in
Biblical truth. Every gift, large or small, is a blessing. We give
not to earn, but in thanksgiving for what God has already
Praverfully Help 3 done. Your generosity helps ensure that Providence can

Us Reach -~ : continue equipping students to grow in faith, character, and

3 wisdom. How to give: you can send your gift by:
$341,761! N ey your ety

Annual budget is S1.37 million

E-transfer to: prcfinance@gmail.com
Cheque, payable to: Providence Reformed Collegiate

1 r m I, : % Supporting Students' Futures
Glteaay o = = : : . .
Please praverfutly conskler this ooy, 2 Building Christian Commumity Please pray for this campaign and the students it supports.
&) Bearing One Another’s Burdens i | Woe're so grateful for your partnership and faithful

Flexible Gifting Oppartunities Lt encouragement.
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Guidance

Applying to Post-Secondary

Grade 12 students should remember to focus on their college and/or university applications over Christmas break so that it is
behind them. Ontario University applications through OUAC are due January |5; Ontario College applications are due February |.
Please do not wait for the last moment as the websites will be very busy. Schools do not receive any information from students until
the payment has processed. Please ask Mrs. Vandermeyden if you have any questions.

o **Note: Use your personal email address (not your school email).

e  University | YouTube: How to Complete Your Undergraduate Application
o  https://www.ouac.on.ca/apply/dashboard/en_CA/user/login
January |5: Application due
May 28: Last date to receive a response from OUAC
June |: The earliest date you might be required to make a decision.
Fee: $156.00 for three choices, $50.00 for each additional

o
o
o
o
o  Applying to Redeemer? See: https://www.redeemer.ca/apply/undergraduate/

o December |5: Apply before this to receive a textbook credit.
o January 31: Applications are free before this date.

e College | YouTube: How to Apply to Public Colleges in Ontario
o  https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply-now
November |: Colleges begin sending offers of admission.
February |: Apply before this date for equal considerate.
May |: The deadline to confirm your offer of admission.
Fee: $150.00 for five programs, only three from the same college

@)
@)
@)
o

e  Apprenticeships: How to Start an Apprenticeship in Ontario
o Research trades and apprenticeships. See: https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/about-trades/trades-
information/ and https://www.apprenticesearch.com/
o Find an employer willing to hire you or complete a certificate program related to a skilled trade.
o They will register you with the MTCU (Ministry of Training, College and Universities).

. . \ N\ ' /
Community Service Hours . 7
All PRC students are reminded to keep working toward completing COMMUNITY SER g
their community service hours! To graduate with an Ontario Secondary CAl
School Diploma (OSSD), students must complete 40 hours of service o ;
over their high school years. "YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH,BUT IF SALT HAS LOST ITS TASTE,
HOMW SHALL ITS SALTINESS BE RESTORED? IT IS NO LONGER GOOD FOR ANYTHING
As part of the PRC Diploma, 10 of these hours must be “Salt and Light” EXCEPT TO BE THROWN OUT AND TRAMPLED UNDER PEOPLE'S FEET. "YOU ARE THE

LIGHT OF THE WORLD. A CITY SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE HIDDEN"

hours - service done outside of church groups, Christian organizations,
(MATTHEM 5:13-14, ESV).

or school-based activities. These experiences help students share

Christ’s love in the wider community, recognize the blessings of their ONE WAY YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO SPREAD THIS PRESERVING, ENLIGHTENING LOVE IS
. . THROUGH "SALT AND LIGHT COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS. WHERE TO START?

covenant community, and learn the value of serving those who may not bon SETIT (R L0 N

SOMETIMES IT IS DIFFICULT TO KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN LOOKING FOR THESE VOLUNTEER
yet know JESUS. OPPORTUNITIES. HERE ARE A FEM IDEAS!

Even if you have finished your required number of community service
hours, you can continue to earn hours towards certificates of
recognition from the Ontario Ministry of Education.

If you have completed hours, please submit your forms to the Guidance
Office. You can pick up a form from the guidance bulletin board or on
our PRC website. Questions? Come see Mrs. Vandermeyden!
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Christmas Door Decorating

Each Crew designed and decorated their Crew door as part of a fun challenge. SLT will be judging the doors for creativity and
composition on Monday!

Room 201

Room 203

| Room 116
| Room 304
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Classroom pictures
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Building Expansion

Interior and exterior steel is nearly complete, and the look from the street is much improved! Electrical work continues, including
extensive conduit runs down the tech hallway, and lighting installed in the shop spaces and classrooms. Every week more progress!
Please keep our construction project in thought and prayer as we work towards a March move-in date.
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Course Updates
Grade 9

English 9 = Miss Hiemstra: We've begun our unit on
persuasive speeches by looking at what makes a speech
effective, reviewing the three modes of persuasion, and
completing a rhetorical analysis of a famous speech.
Presentations on rhetorical analysis will be due at the
beginning of class on Monday, December |5. Next week,
we'll watch The Social Dilemma and look at rhetoric in
advertising, as well as beginning to write persuasive speeches
as the summative assessment for this unit.

English 9 — Mr. Stewart: 9th Grade English is now
entering our unit on Rhetoric and Persuasion. This unit
focuses on the elements of effective speaking and logical
reasoning. In addition to a final persuasive speech, students
will be giving 3 minute "lightning speeches" and a
presentation on an assigned logical fallacy

French 9 — Miss. Hiemstra: Grade 9 has spent this week
working on their comic strips & storybooks to sum up their
learning for Unit 3 - | can't wait to see the finished products!
We're now moving into Unit 4: J'examine les faits.

Geography 9- Mr. Pennings: The class has started the
unit on Liveable Communities. After reviewing sustainability
and liveability we have started investigating how
transportation systems are developed to be more
environmentally sustainable.

Healthy Active Living 9 = Mrs. Jones: Students have
been sharpening their singles and doubles badminton skills
through various drills and mini tournaments. There will be a
quiz on badminton rules and information on Tuesday,
December 16. We are wrapping up our Human
Development and Sexual Health unit with a culminating task
that is due on Wednesday, December |7 at midnight.

Learning Strategies 9 — Mrs. Pieterman: This week
students spent some time practicing math skills and also
some pre-reading strategies. Due to the snow days, the
personal narrative due date will be pushed to next week.
We'll also wrap up our Careers projects with PowerPoint
presentations and a poster. Unfortunately, | was not able to
arrange a return visit to the Goodwill Career Centre, so we
will try to find an audience at school to present to!

Grade 10

Bible 10 — Mr. Pennings: The Bible test on the gospels
and hermeneutics that was originally scheduled for Friday
will be moved to Monday. Students have started working on
the Parable Project. This assignment will be moved from
Tuesday to Wednesday.

Communication Tech 10 — Mrs. Jones: Students are
wrapping up their unit on Delivering With Impact by using
what they have learned about presenting and design to
create a brand and rationale for their personal e-business.
This culminating task will be due on Monday, December |5
at midnight so that presentations can begin on Tuesday and
continue throughout the week. Students are strongly
encouraged to practice these presentations at home!

French 10 — Miss Hiemstra: This week, we wrapped up
our unit on Le Petit Nicolas by watching the movie! We also
began our next unit, Les Histoires. In the upcoming week,
we'll continue reviewing relevant grammar tenses (like passé
composé and imparfait) and begin our project for this unit, in
which students write their own children's storybook.

Science 10D - Ms. Xu: We will have the Chapter 12/13
test on Tuesday. After that, we will begin learning concepts
related to Weather and Climate. You are encouraged to
start reviewing for the final exam if you have free time
during the break or would like to improve your grades.

Tech 10 — Mr. Haklander: Students have now completed
the CAD and orthographic 3rd-angle projection drawings for
their culminating project! These drawings are an essential
step in the design process before heading into the build
phase.

Grade || and 12

Biology 11U — Mrs. VanWynsberghe: We have finished
our unit on internal systems with a test today. We will be
moving on to our final unit on genetics next week.

Biology 12U - Mrs. VanWynsberghe: We are working
our way through our homeostasis unit, moving on to the
nervous system before the break.

Chemistry 12U = Ms. Xu: We will have the Chapter 6
test on Tuesday and then move on to Chapter 7. You are
encouraged to start reviewing for the final exam if you have
free time during the break or would like to improve your
grades.

Entrepreneurship 12C - Mr. Pennings: The class is
currently working on the Resource and Operations analysis
of the Venture Plan. Included in that assignment is the
Employment Ad which was collected today. The Resource
and Operations Analysis is due on Friday, Dec 19. There is a
test on the material from chapter 9 on Monday, Dec 15.

Families: 12U/C - Mrs. Vandermeyden: This is a big
week for wrapping up content and assignments. Student ISUs
are due on Tuesday, December 16. This is a big project
worth 15% of their final grade, so make sure it is completed
well and on time. Our test on parenting will be held on
Friday, December 19. All wrapped up before the break!
Merry Christmas - what a faithful Father we have!
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Functions | U — Mr. Ellens: We have begun our last
unit: Discrete functions and finances. We will be learning
about arithmetic and geometric series. There will be daily
assignments.

Healthy Active Living 11O - Mrs. Jones: Students have
been sharpening their singles and doubles badminton skills
through various drills and mini tournaments. We are
wrapping up our Human Development and Sexual Health
unit with a culminating task that is due on Wednesday,
December |7 at midnight. Students are reminded to
continue brainstorming ideas for their Design a Game
project.

Math 1 1C - Mrs. VanWynsberghe: We are wrapping up
our chapter on exponentials with practice graphing and
identification. we will have a short quiz next week.

Philosophy | I M = Mr. Ellens: We are working through
our unit on Social and Political philosophy. There are no
major assignments due.

Philosophy|2U- Mr. Vander Deen: This coming week,
we are going to dig into Social and Political Philosophy.
Students will be reading Orwell's Animal Farm for
homework for discussion on Thursday.

Physics | |U = Miss Xu: We will have the Chapter |2 test
on Tuesday and then begin our unit on Mechanical Waves
and Sound. You are encouraged to start reviewing for the
final exam if you have free time during the break or would
like to improve your grades.

\ e

Transportation Tech | 1 C — Mr. Haklander: The class
is wrapping up the steering section of our chassis unit, and
we’ll be finishing with a short test this coming Thursday. The
steering component of the course helps students understand
how a vehicle safely changes direction and how proper
maintenance affects overall handling and road safety.

World History | |M — Mrs. Pieterman: The Unit 4 test
has been rescheduled for next Tuesday. Meanwhile, we'll
wrap up Unit 4 and start our final unit - the Renaissance.
Students should continue compiling research and writing
their ISU's. We plan to do peer editing shortly after the
Christmas break. Students should also be thinking
about/starting on the visual History Fair component of the
ISU. We will have one work period next week for this
assignment.

World Religions | | M - Mr. Stewart: Students have now
completed their survey of Eastern Religions. We are now
entering our final unit where we are covering the cults of
Mormonism and Jehovah's Witnesses. This unit will feature a
brief survey of the doctrine of the Trinity and will wrap up
with an assignment where students will be asked to write a
fictional dialogue between a Christian and someone involved
in a cult.

Students in Computers class presented their Pecha Kuchas (20 slides timed at 20 seconds each) last week and did an excellent job!
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Calendar

O\
Providence

REFORMED COLLEGIATE
ASSOCIATION INC.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
15 16 |7 I8 19 20 21

December 2025/January 2026

4pm Boys’ BB 7am Hockey Board Meeting Funky Sweater
9:50 Assembly Singing at Country
4pm Girls VB Terrace
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Christmas Day
29 30 31 I 2 3 4
New Year’s Day
5 6 7 8 9 10 I
Classes Resume 7am Hockey
4pm Boys’ BB 4pm Girls VB
12 13 14 |5 16 17 18
3:34pm Boys’ BB Term Mark 7am Hockey 2:45pm Hockey
game deadline 4pm Girls VB 3pm Girls VB St.
Thomas
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Study Day Exam Day Study Day Exam Day Marking Day
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