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Christ: The Mediator of Prayer 

Mr. Pennings 

The magisterial Reformer, Martin Luther stated that “In his life Christ is an example showing us how to live, in his death he is a 

sacrifice satisfying our sins, in his resurrection a conqueror, in his ascension a king, in his intercession a high priest.” This magnificent 

truth was warmly and beautifully conveyed to the audience by Mrs. Theresa Barrett at the December assembly.   

Our theme for this year is “Teach Us to Pray.”  Mrs. Barrett 

guided the audience through the encouraging words 

of Hebrews 4:14-16 and the familiar hymn, “Before the 

Throne of God Above”. With the theme that “Prayer goes 

Through Christ, our Mediator” the audience was challenged 

to be earnest in prayer, knowing that in Christ our 

Mediator we have an intercessor who “ever lives to make 

intercession for us.” (Heb. 7:25)   

As Mrs. Barrett skillfully wove together the scripture passage 

and the hymn, she used three key questions to structure the 

speech. The three key questions are:  

Comprehension – What does the passage say?  

Interpretation – What does it mean?  

Application – How should it change us?   

The audience was reminded that Christ is our Mediator. He is the one and only mediator between a perfectly holy God and sinful 

humanity (1 Tim 2:5). As fallen creatures we desperately need a mediator to bring us back to God. There is no other way for 

corrupted creatures of Adam to appear before a holy, majestic God. The book of Hebrews was written to encourage the struggling 

believers to remain faithful to following the Lord Jesus, despite the persecution they were facing. The book continually points these 

doubting believers to Jesus. He is set forth as the only One who is better than any other mediator.  

He is better than the Old 

Covenant, better 

than angels, better than 

the prophets, better than Moses, 

and better than the Levitical 

priesthood. Jesus Christ is superior 

in every way! Hebrews 4:14-16 

emphasizes that since Jesus is 

better, that He is the better and 

only High Priest for sinners to 

come before God. This truth was 

lovingly and warmly presented to 

the audience as the only sure place 

to lay our prayers before the 

Lord.   
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Mrs. Barrett gently prompted the audience to consider how this truth makes a difference in our lives. With a mediator like Jesus 

Christ, we can approach the throne of grace boldly and confidently. Hebrews gives three imperatives that the believer is encouraged 

to follow to live the confident Christian life of prayer. The passage of 4:14-16 commands us to “hold fast our confession”, to “draw 

near to the throne of grace” and to “receive mercy and grace in our time of need”.  We may come again and again with our 

questions, our cares and our cries. We are invited, even commanded to approach boldly and expectantly before the great High 

Priest in our time of need. Is there ever a time when we are not in need? No, we are a needy people. But we have a great High 

Priest who knows our every need.  

The address from Mrs. Theresa Barrett was thoroughly scriptural as it was soundly based on the words of Hebrews 4. It was also 

experiential, for the audience was encouraged to more earnest in our prayer life knowing that we have a great and merciful High 

Priest. It was also richly edifying for we were reminded to come to the Lord’s throne room continually with our prayers.    

The Puritan, Thomas Watson encourages sinners to be earnest in prayer when he said "To be afraid to come to God in prayer is a 

dishonor to Christ's intercession. Christ is at work for you in heaven; he makes intercession for you. Oh! But I am afraid Christ 

does not intercede for me. I am a sinner; and for whom does Christ intercede? 'He made intercession for the transgressors' Isaiah 

53:12" As redeemed sinner we may echo the words of Spurgeon who famously stated, “I have a great need for Christ. I have a great 

Christ for my need.” We may come, we are even expected to come, before the throne of grace to seek the Lord’s strength in our 

hour of need.  

Before the throne of God above 
Before the throne of God above 

I have a strong and perfect plea: 

A great High Priest whose name is Love, 

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

My name is graven on his hands, 

My name is written on his heart. 

I know that while in Heav'n he stands 

No tongue can bid me thence depart, 

No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

When Satan tempts me to despair 

And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look and see him there, 

Who made an end of all my sin. 

Because the sinless Savior died, 

My sinful soul is counted free, 

For God the just is satisfied 

To look on him and pardon me, 

To look on him and pardon me. 

Behold him there, the risen Lamb, 

My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, 

The King of glory and of grace. 

One with himself I cannot die; 

My soul is purchased by his blood. 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 

With Christ, my Savior and my God, 

With Christ, my Savior and my God. 

 

May our prayer and practice be, “Lord, teach us to pray!”  
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General Announcements 

Heads up! Exams and End of Semester 
There are only two weeks of classes left before the end of the first semester. More information about logistics around exams will be 

communicated in the coming weeks but do want to draw your attention to two key dates. 

January 13 - Term Mark Deadline: This is the last day for submitting assignments that are part of the 70% term mark in each course. 

Each course's final grade consists of 70% term mark and 30% culminating mark. The term mark deadline is always set at one week 

before the first exam, and its purpose is to protect students from having too much work due during that crucial home stretch of the 

course. It also allows teachers a reasonable amount of time to grade assignments during this busy season. Please note that 30% 

culminating work often includes final projects. This will vary from course to course, and teachers will be communicating this clearly 

in each of their individual courses.  
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Fall Fundraising Campaign  
The PRC 2025-2026 FUND DRIVE is well underway! We 

have currently raised $193,127 of our $341,761 goal and 

ask you to please prayerfully consider this opportunity to 

assist tuition-paying families of our covenant community. We 

are truly thankful for our generous supporting community as 

we continue to depend on the faithful promises of the Lord, 

knowing He will supply all of our needs. 

Please note that donations must be dated before December 

31, 2025, to be eligible for 2025 tax receipts. 

Donations can be e-transferred to prcfinance@gmail.com or 

cheques payable to Providence Reformed Collegiate and, in 

the memo, written as “Fund drive” 

Please pray for this campaign and the students it supports. 

We’re so grateful for your partnership and faithful 

encouragement.  

Co-operative Education: Students should now have their resumés and cover letters completed. Over the Christmas break, they 

are expected to begin distributing these to potential co-op placements. Families are encouraged to support their student and 

encourage them to diligently look for these placements. 

ARPA (Association for Reformed Political Action) is dedicated to helping Reformed Christians' voices get heard in Canada 

on the political level. The ARPA club at PRC is dedicated to learning about political issues and doing our part in raising awareness 

about the wrongs we see. After competing our recent flag display, the ARPA club is now preparing to host a "Fill the Crib" 

competition for the Sparrow Home of Sarnia-Lambton.  This is an event where we will bring in two or more play pens to fill with 

essentials for mothers in need, items such as diapers, baby clothes, formula, etc. We hope to begin this event quickly after the 

Christmas break, pitting the guys vs the girls in this battle for the bib. So over the break, collect some baby goods and fill the crib! 

PRC Alumni Volleyball Games 

Join us on January 8 at CCS for our boys’ and girls’ volleyball alumni games! 

Come cheer on our current teams and welcome back PRC alumni for an 

exciting night of volleyball. See the poster for full event details. 

  

mailto:prcfinance@gmail.com
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Classroom Pictures 
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GLS1O Career Presentations 
GLS1O students have been working hard over the last few weeks researching a career, learning to use PowerPoint, and practicing 

their presentation skills. This week, they put their learning all together as they presented their chosen career to a group of parents 

and school supporters. Thanks to those who came to our class to watch the presentations and give authentic feedback to these 

students. They all did a fantastic job! 
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Hockey 
Our hockey team played its first game of the season on Thursday, playing against Oxford RCS in Mt. Brydges.  We had a great game, 

and we got better through the periods.  We finisehd with a 6-2 victory!  Thak you to Steve de Boer and Jack Huizinga for joining us 

to referee.   
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Building Expansion 
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Course Updates  

Grade 9 

English 9 – Miss Hiemstra:   We've continued with our 

unit on persuasive speaking this week, with a focus on 

rhetoric and logical fallacies in advertising. Students should 

work on their persuasive speech assignment (introduced this 

week) over the break, as they will only have one work 

period once they get back. Peer review and final submission 

of speeches will take place on Tuesday, January 6. We'll then 

move into a brief film study before beginning exam review.  

English 9 – Mr. Stewart: English students are about 

halfway through our unit looking and persuasive speaking. 

Students have learned about the major pillars of rhetoric and 

have been practicing using them well with a series of 

"Lightning speeches." When we get back from break 

students will work on delivering a full persuasive speech. 

French 9 – Miss. Hiemstra: We've spent the week 

working on food truck designs and talking about healthy 

living using phrases like "je voudrais" and "je cherche". After 

the break, we'll continue with Unit 4 and begin the unit 

project, which will be due Friday, January 9.  

Geography 9– Mr. Pennings: Our current unit of study is 

liveable communities. We have investigated the six land uses 

in urban centers and social, political, economic and 

environmental effects of urban growth. Students will be 

introduced to the 7 Smart Growth principles and will start 

planning their urban cities in the new year.  

Healthy Active Living 9 – Mrs. Jones: Students have 

been wrapping up the year with a short unit on pickleball, 

and we will begin our final unit on volleyball in the new year. 

In Health, we have begun our final unit on Healthy Eating. 

Students have an assignment to work on over the Christmas 

Break in which they will be tracking their meals and their 

nutritional content, as well as developing a healthy (and 

realistic) meal plan. This project will be due on Thursday, 

January 8. Merry Christmas, PPL1O! I will see you in the 

new year!  

Learning Strategies 9 – Mrs. Pieterman: We spent this 

last week of school wrapping up our Careers unit. Students 

worked hard researching a career, and we're thankful for the 

parents and others that came to see their final 

presentations! I hope you all enjoy a restful break, 

celebrating the birth of our Saviour. Merry Christmas! 

Grade 10 

Bible 10 – Mr. Pennings:  Students have completed their 

Parable Project. Students are presenting their research to 

their peers. Following the Christmas break we will be 

studying the book of Acts. 

Communication Tech 10 – Mrs. Jones:  Students have 

been wrapping up their Delivering With Impact unit by 

presenting their e-business and branding materials to the 

class, and investigating legal and ethical issues in ICT. We 

have also been working on components of the course 

culminating project in which the students will build a website 

and portfolio for the e-business they have been developing. 

Merry Christmas, BTA3O! I will see you in the new year!  

French 10 – Miss Hiemstra: This week, we've read 

several short stories and practiced some grammar, such as 

imparfait vs. passé composé and qui/que. Storybook 

assignments are due Thursday, January 8.  

Science 10D – Ms. Xu: We will be finishing Chapter 8: 

Weather and Climate, and the test will take place on 

Thursday, January 8. You may begin reviewing for the final 

exam if you have free time during the break or would like to 

improve your grade. Typing out detailed review sheets based 

on the Success Criteria is a good way to start. Have a restful 

and blessed break! 

Tech 10 – Mr. Haklander:  The cornhole board projects 

are coming along very well. Students have successfully planed 

their boards and cut all pieces to size, making good progress 

toward assembly. Our next steps will be drilling the pocket 

screw locations and assembling the boards. Despite the cold 

weather, students were real troopers, braving the frigid 

outdoor temperatures to get their planing done. Their 

perseverance and teamwork were great to see. 

Grade 11 and 12 

Biology 11U – Mrs. VanWynsberghe: We are 

continuing our unit on Genetics when we return from the 

break. Student will complete their plant lab report for 

Friday, January 9th.  

Biology 12U – Mrs. VanWynsberghe: We will be 

wrapping up our homeostasis unit when we return from the 

break. We will finish the semester with our population 

dynamics unit.  

Chemistry 12U – Ms. Xu: We will cover Chapter 8 when 

we return, and the test for Chapters 7 and 8 will take place 

on Thursday. You may begin reviewing for the final exam if 

you have free time during the break or would like to 

improve your grade. Typing out detailed review sheets based 

on the Success Criteria is a good way to start. Have a restful 

and blessed break! 

Entrepreneurship 12C – Mr. Pennings: Students have 

been finishing up the Resource and Operations Analysis on 

their Venture Plans. This is due on Friday, Dec 19. Students 

have also been reading about the principles of a Christian 

businessperson. The 1 page response is also due on Friday, 

December 19. The test on chapter 10 is scheduled for 

Thursday, Jan 8.  
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Families: 12U/C – Mrs. Vandermeyden: 

Congratulations everyone on finishing and submitting your 

ISU research reports! I look forward to reading and 

assessing your work over the holidays. When we get back, 

we will conclude our course with Unit 5: Middle and Later 

Life. Merry Christmas! 

Functions 11U – Mr. Ellens: We are working through 

our unit and are going to have to work hard in the first 

week back. We plan on having the test and chapter task near 

the end of the week, but on one of those days there will 

possibly be a class trip. So we will have to work around that. 

Healthy Active Living 11O – Mrs. Jones: Students have 

been wrapping up the year with a short unit on pickleball. 

We also had the opportunity to go to Fleetway in London 

on Thursday to try our hands at bowling! In Health, we have 

begun our final unit on Healthy Eating. Students, please 

remember that your final project for our previous unit is 

due tonight (Friday). Merry Christmas, PPL3O! I will see you 

in the new year!  

Math 11C – Mrs. VanWynsberghe: We have finished 

our fourth unit on mathematical models with a short quiz 

about exponentials. Next, we will move on to our personal 

finance unit.  

Philosophy 11M – Mr. Ellens: We will be finishing up our 

unit with a test at the end of the first week back. We plan 

on having the test on Friday. 

Philosophy12U– Mr. Vander Deen: Today's snow day 

gives a great opportunity to curl up and read Orwell's Animal 

Farm.  This short, 2-3 hour read will be discussed 

Wednesday, Jan. 7 when we get back.  We will need to be 

working on our ISU in that first week.  See you in the new 

year!

Physics 11U – Miss Xu: We will be finishing Chapter 8 

and will have a test on Thursday, January 8. The 

report/PowerPoint is due on Tuesday, January 6, and the 

presentation with instruments will take place on 

Wednesday. We will review for the final exam when we 

return from the break. If you would like to begin reviewing 

earlier, you may type out review sheets based on the 

Success Criteria and correct your previous tests. Have a 

restful and blessed break! 

Transportation Tech 11C – Mr. Haklander: Although 

we have officially started the brake section of our chassis 

unit, this week our focus has been on hands-on learning in 

the shop. Students have been actively working through 

practical projects that build diagnostic and mechanical skills. 

These activities included diagnosing engine mechanical 

failures, checking cylinder compression, and cleaning and 

servicing a carburetor on a snow blower. This kind of 

applied work helps students gain a deeper understanding of 

how systems function. 

World History 11M – Mrs. Pieterman: Students should 

have made good progress on their ISU research during the 

two work periods this week. Enjoy a time of rest and 

refreshment over the break, as we celebrate our Saviour's 

birth. It's a good idea to do some work on your ISU as well, 

especially the History Fair portion, where you'll create a 

visual display that represents your topic. Merry Christmas! 

World Religions 11M – Mr. Stewart: Students are most 

of the way through our study of Mormonism. We have 

covered the history and major doctrines of Mormonism, and 

students have learned how to research Mormon beliefs using 

primary sources. After the break, we will pickup our study 

of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
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Calendar 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

    Christmas Day   

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

    New Year’s Day   

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 Classes Resume 

4pm Boys’ BB 

 7am Hockey 

4pm Girls VB 

PRC Alumni VB 

games  

Grade 11 Trip to 

Toronto 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 3:30pm Boys’ BB 

game at STCCS 

4:30pm Girls VB 

at STCCS 

Term Mark 

deadline 
7am Hockey 

4pm Girls VB 

2:45pm Hockey 

3pm Girls VB St. 

Thomas 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 Study Day Exam Day Study Day Exam Day 

4pm Girls VB 

Board Meeting 

Marking Day  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 Semester 

Turnover 

Semester 

Turnover 
Semester 2 begins 

7am Hockey 

4pm Boys BB 

4pm Girls VB   

 

  

 
December 2025/January 2026 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


