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Examination for Growth
Mr. Ellens

No student has ever come back to me with thanks for the exams they had while at school. It is doubtful any ever will. Some may
even sense a tightening reaction in their guts when they hear about exams. Despite this, it is clear that there is a good deal of energy
put in from students and teachers alike for exams. And now is the season for that energy.

The word “exam” is of course short for “examination”. Students used to “sit for” or “sit under” examination. At root, the word
“examine” means to weigh; and it also came to mean to thoroughly inspect or even investigate. Think of heading in for a doctor’s
examination. Your condition is about to be assessed. Gulp. Students too, are being weighed, tested, examined to see what they have
learned or if they have been found wanting. Teachers are weighing how precise and helpful their teaching has been. And, | suppose,
some are weighing how much marking they have to do. =

It is good to point out that exams are a helpful, if stressful, part of
learning. To really know something, or to truly have a skill, requires that
we practice and memorize. As a concrete finisher hones his skill by
practicing with a hand trowel to develop the right pressure, the right
angle, the right time, and the right way to respond to the concrete in
front of him, he also is developing mental pathways or almost grooves in
his brain, that will eventually make the process become second nature.
He knows his craft. He knows his concrete.

In the same way when we revisit ideas and skills learned in our courses
it will again develop mental pathways and categories in our brains. What
we learn shapes our brain. Even if we forget some of the particulars our
brains develop pathways to understand patterns of ideas. Knowing some
ideas allows access to other new ideas. Exam preparation is part of life

preparation. —

The Bible too talks of examination. It is a reflective practice. Paul’s directive, in Corinthians |3, is “to examine yourselves to see
whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.” There is a time to be tested and to judge how well we are doing. Hold up a mirror
and inspect what you are looking at. What do you see? Assessment encourages us to be honest about how we are doing and to set
goals. They are an encouragement toward growth. Mental and spiritual assessment matters for development.

It is possible that in this season, you may catch a student or teacher complaining about exams. It might be impossible to avoid it. But
remember that that this pressure is a healthy pressure that pushes us toward learning.

There has been push among some schools in the public system, accelerated by Covid, to do away with exams. Cull them. But earlier
this year we met with university professors and registrars at our League conference, and they strongly advised that students need
exams in order to be prepared for college and university. While we don’t have exams in every course at PRC, we very much want
our students to experience and practice taking exams before they graduate. It is growth and practice. Sap and strength to handle
weathering.

And so, we enter this season with energy and focus. We give tips and tools for helping study. We give schedules and details to help
you plan for the week. Please look for those details below. Strength to you students as you prepare. Patience to you parents as you
help. Persevere and build character.
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General Announcements
Heads up! Exams and End of Semester

As we enter the last week of the semester, we wish our students all the best as they begin studying for their final exams. The
exams are scheduled for Tuesday (January 20) and Thursday (January 22), with Monday and Wednesday set aside as study
days. The second semester begins on Wednesday, January 28. The semester turnover days provide time for teachers to finish
grading exams, write report cards, and make final preparations for the second semester-.

January 13 - Term Mark Deadline: This is the last day for submitting assignments that are part of the 70% term mark in each
course. Each course's final grade consists of 70% term mark and 30% culminating mark. The term mark deadline is always set at
one week before the first exam, and its purpose is to protect students from having too much work due during that crucial home
stretch of the course. It also allows teachers a reasonable amount of time to grade assignments during this busy season. Please
note that 30% culminating work often includes final projects. This will vary from course to course, and teachers will be
communicating this clearly in each of their individual courses.

Exam Schedule and Details

In addition to the schedule, which you can see here below, please note the following details:

=  Exams officially start at 9 am and 12:45 pm, but students should enter the exam rooms at 8:45 and 12:30. That
I5 minutes gives us time to find the correct seat/exam, go over announcements, and open with devotions.

= Students should leave all phones, smart watches, etc. in their lockers.

=  We want to keep the school building as quiet and as free of distractions as possible. To help with this, we have the
following rules:

o  Students must remain in the exam room for a minimum of an hour and will be dismissed after that in |15-minute
intervals.

o Students in Grade | | and 12 are allowed to leave school property between exams. Grade 9 and 10 students are
not.

o If students do not have an afternoon exam, they are encouraged to go home, unless they need to stay at school for
transportation home. There will be a quiet study room and a board games / movie room available for those who
remain at school.

o  Schedules with the location of exams will be posted around the school building on the day of exams and will
continue to be displayed on the TV in the foyer.

Snow Day Contingency Plan for Exams
If one of our exam days is cancelled because of poor weather, our exam schedule will shift one day. For example, if Tuesday, Jan.
20 is cancelled, our exams will be on Wednesday and Friday. If Thursday is cancelled, those exams will move to Friday.

Exam Schedule January 2026
Semester 1, 2025-2026

Tuesday, Jan 20 2026 Thursday, Jan 22 2026
9:00 a.m. 12:45 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 12:45 p.m.
ENLIW FSF1D BTA3D ceiiw
English 9a French 9 Comp. Tech 11 Geography 9
ENLIW HRT3IM FSF2D TTI3C
English 9b W. Religions 11 French 10 Trans. Tech 11C
SNC2D HRT3M MBF3C SBI3U
Science 10D W. Religions 11 Math 11C Biology 11U
BDVAC HHS54C MCR3U SCH4U
Entrepr. 12C Family St. 12C Functions 11U Chemistry 12U
CHW3M HH54U HZT3M
W. History 11 Family 5t. 12U Philosophy 11m
SBI4U HZIT4U
Biology 12U Philosophy 12U
SPH3U
Physics 11U
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Study Tips for Exams
Exams are just around the corner—on Tuesday, January 20, and Thursday, January 22. With some careful planning, you can
make the most of the time ahead. Here are a few tips to help you succeed:

I. Create a Study Plan - Break your study time into 4. Study with Friends - Group study sessions can be a
manageable chunks and focus on one subject at a time. Use a great way to learn! You'll gain new perspectives and clarify
planner or app to organize your schedule and ensure you'’re tricky concepts together. Just make sure everyone stays on
covering everything without feeling overwhelmed. task so your time is productive.

Consistency beats cramming every time! .
5. Make Your Own Study Materials - While borrowing a

2. Use Review Guides Wisely - Your teachers will be friend’s notes might seem convenient, creating your own
giving you review guides that highlight the most important study guides is much more effective. Writing things down
topics and concepts. Use them as your roadmap. Try helps you understand and remember the material better—
rewriting key points in your own words—this makes the plus, it’s tailored to your learning style.

material stick much better! . ,
6. Do Your Best for His Glory - Remember, exams aren’t

3. Plan Ahead for Exam Days - If you have two exams in just about grades—they’re about using the talents God has
one day, plan how to spend the time between them. Pack given you to grow. Do your best, knowing that your efforts
some healthy snacks, take short breaks, and review key can glorify Him. Your hard work is an act of stewardship of
points if needed. But don’t overdo it—relaxing can keep your the gifts you’ve been blessed with.

mind sharp.

In these final days before exams, stay focused, take care of yourself, and remember that you’ve got this! If you feel stuck or
overwhelmed, don’t hesitate to reach out to your teachers.

We’re cheering you on! All the best with your exams.

Textbook Reminder

All textbooks must be returned before students write their final exam. There will be a textbook drop-off area in the front atrium
during exam week. The librarians will be processing returns on the turn-over days following exams, and invoices for missing
textbooks will be emailed to students and parents on Tuesday, January 27. Any concerns about missing or lost textbooks should be
directed to course teachers before the last day of classes.

Second semester timetables

Second-semester timetables were distributed to students on Monday, January 5, 2026. If you have any questions or need to request
a course switch, please reach out to Mrs. Vandermeyden, our guidance counsellor, at pvandermeyden@providencerc.com. To
ensure everything is finalized in time, please submit any course change requests by next Friday, January |6th. Thank you!

93 Queen Street, Komoka, ON NOL IR0 | 519-471-0661 | office@providencerc.com




“Teach Us to Pray” from Luke | I:I

Physics 1]

Students designed impressive musical instruments as part of the Waves and Sound unit and presented them in class this week. Each
demonstrated how his or her instrument produced sound and explained the scientific principles behind it. Excellent work!

Geography 9

Students have been developing their urban planning skills as they construct their utopian cities.

93 Queen Street, Komoka, ON NOL IR0 | 519-471-0661 | office@providencerc.com




“Teach Us to Pray” from Luke I 1:I

Girls” Alumni Volleyball

Thursday night’s boys’ and girls’ volleyball alumni games were a great success, with strong play from all teams and lots of familiar
faces back on the court. Thank you to everyone who came out to watch and support!
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Thursday night’s boys’ and girls’ volleyball alumni games were a great success, with strong play from all teams and lots of familiar

faces back on the court. Thank you to everyone who came out to watch and support!

Boys” Alumni Volleyball




“Teach Us to Pray” from Luke I 1:I

Building Expansion
The electricians have made great progress again this week! Lights are up now in the atrium. It was also a beautifully warm day, and
we found a couple students studying just outside their classroom in the new parking lot. January will be a big month for painiting,

electrical, and plumbing. We’re prepping for floors in early February.

—~

e e
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Course Updates
Grade 9

English 9 — Miss Hiemstra: This week, we wrapped up
our persuasive speech unit by peer-editing and presenting
student work. We then began our film study on the movie
"Wonder" by looking at camera angles and shots, as well as
analyzing the trailer and movie for visual rhetoric. Next
week, we'll wrap up our film study unit and begin reviewing
for the exam.

English 9 — Mr. Stewart: Students are wrapping up their
unit on Persuasive Speeches and Logic. We have completed
the documentary "The Social Dilemma" on the negative
impact of technology on the brain, and students are hard at
work on their own Persuasive Speeches.

French 9 — Miss. Hiemstra: This week, students
completed assessments for Unit 4; this consisted of an in-
class project where they practiced grammar conjugations
and wrote a reflection, as well an oral assessment where
they practiced an interaction at a restaurant with a partner.
We'll do a few more lessons on weather, emergencies, and
giving advice before moving on to exam prep next week.
The oral part of the exam will take place in class on
Thursday, January 5.

Geography 9- Mr. Pennings: Students are currently
designed an urban center on large grid paper. This
assignment is due on Tuesday, Jan 13. The class will begin
working on the culminating assignment on Monday. It is due
on Friday, Jan 6.

Healthy Active Living 9 — Mrs. Jones: Students will end
the semester by developing their skills in court volleyball,
with a quiz on Tuesday, January | 3. Students need to have
their Nutrition Assignment (as well as any missing
assignments) handed in by Friday, January 9, unless they have
talked to Mrs. Jones about an extension. They will have

a culminating test on Thursday, January 15, and MUST write
the test on Wednesday or Friday if they are absent.

The culminating reflection is due on Friday, January 16. It's a
busy week ahead - you've got this, Grade 9!

Learning Strategies 9 — Mrs. Pieterman: We have
completed our final unit, and now students will be working
on our two course culminating assignments. There is no
exam for this course, but students will complete an exam
review assignment for their Geography exam. Students will
also compile a personal portfolio showing their growth over
the semester.

Grade 10

Bible 10 — Mr. Pennings: The gospels unit has been
completed with the students presenting their parable

projects. We then studied the book of Acts and are ready to
move into the Pauline epistles. The final journal reflection is
due on Tuesday, Jan |3. Students will begin working on their
Culminating assignment on Monday. It will be due on Friday,
Jan |6.

Communication Tech 10 = Mrs. Jones: Students have
been wrapping up the semester by learning about legal and
ethical issues in business, and focusing on the effects of Al on
businesses. They researched how Al impacts businesses,
how Christians should respond, and formulated their own
opinions and questions for a Socratic circle. Students
engaged very well and proposed interesting questions! Next
week, they will be preparing for their culminating assignment
(developing their own e-business website), as well as
studying for their exam. Grade 10, you should be proud of
the work you have accomplished this semester!

French 10 — Miss Hiemstra: This week, Grade 10 learned
how to use "qui", "que", "ce qui", "ce que", and "dont". They
also worked on their short stories and did peer editing on
each other's work. Final drafts of the written story are due
Monday at the beginning of class, and we will spend Monday
working on illustrations. Final completed copies will be due
Tuesday, January |3. After this, we'll move into exam
review! Our oral and auditory exams will take place on
Thursday, January 15.

Science 10D - Ms. Xu: This week we will review for the
final exam. Please refer to the success criteria for each
chapter as you prepare your chapter review. You will
present your chapter review to the class between Tuesday
and Friday, with one unit presented each day, followed by
completing the review quizzes created by your peers. Please
hand in all outstanding assignments, including lab reports.
The due date is Tuesday, January 13.

Tech 10 — Mr. Haklander: The class has finished most of
the cutting for their cornhole boards, including cutting the
boards to size and drilling the pocket holes. Students have
been working carefully, measuring accurately, using tools
safely, and sharpening their problem-solving skills. The next
steps will be to assemble the boards and then move on to
applying finishes.

Grade || and |2

Biology I 1U — Mrs. VanWynsberghe: Students have
learned about genetics and how traits are passed through
heredity. There will be a test on Monday, Jan |12th, their

genetics project will be due on Tuesday, Jan |3th.

Biology 12U - Mrs. VanWynsberghe: Student have
been learning about populations dynamics and how
communities interact with one another. Their assessment
for this unit is due on Tuesday, Jan |3th.
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Chemistry 12U - Ms. Xu: This week we will review for
the final exam. Please refer to the success criteria for each
chapter as you prepare your chapter review. You will
present your chapter review to the class from Tuesday to
Friday, followed by completing the review quizzes created by
your peers. Please hand in all outstanding assignments. The
due date is Tuesday, January |3. The presentations on
Careers will be on Monday and Tuesday.

Entrepreneurship 12C — Mr. Pennings: Students are
working on the Website design component of the Venture
Plan. The Venture Plan is due on Friday, Jan 6.

Families: 12U/C — Mrs. Vandermeyden: We are
wrapping up Unit 5: Middle and Later Life with a study of
Timothy Keller’s book On Death. As part of this unit,
students will create a visual reflection, which is due on
Tuesday, January |3. Our final lessons will focus on elderly
caregiving which will encourage students to connect course
content to real-life responsibilities. In our final classes, we
will also review and prepare for the final exam.

Functions I |U = Mr. Ellens: We plan on working on
“buying a house” on Monday. The rest of the week will be
spent in review for exams.

Healthy Active Living |1 1O - Mrs. Jones: Students will
end the semester by developing their skills in court
volleyball, as well as one final trip (TBD). Students need to
have all of their missing assignments handed in by Friday,
January 9 (unless they have requested an extension).

The culminating assignment is due on Friday, January 16. It's
a busy week ahead - you've got this Grade | 1/12!

Math 1 1C - Mrs. VanWynsberghe: Students have taken
time this week to learn about finance and proper uses of
money. We are completing the unit with their Purchasing a
car project where students go through the steps of assessing
the best practices of buying a car.

Philosophy | I M = Mr. Ellens: We will be reviewing for
the final exam this week.

Philosophy 12U~ Mr. Vander Deen: The final week! The
end of the matter, after all has been heard: the wisdom of

man passes, arguments fade, the days are few, God endures;
therefore fear Him, do what is right, and receive your
portion with quiet gladness. Our ISUs are due on Monday,
and symposiums (presentations and challenges) will happen
on Tuesday and Wednesday. We will have a short test on
U6 on Thursday, and exam review Thursday afternoon and
Friday.

Physics 11U = Miss Xu: This week we will review for the
final exam. Please refer to the success criteria for each
chapter as you prepare your chapter review. You will
present your chapter review to the class between Tuesday
and Friday, with one unit presented each day, followed by
completing the review quizzes created by your peers. Please
hand in all outstanding assignments. The due date is Tuesday,
January 13. We will finish our presentations by Tuesday,
January 13.

Transportation Tech | | C — Mr. Haklander: The class
has wrapped up the brake systems section of the chassis
unit. Students explored brake components and operation,
completed inspections, and learned how to assess brake
drums and rotors for serviceability and safety. Our next
section will focus on body components and their functions,
where students will learn how different body parts
contribute to vehicle structure, safety, and appearance.

World History | |M = Mrs. Pieterman: The remainder
of our time this semester will be spent on ISU work and
exam review. In addition to their essay, students are also
creating a museum style display of their research. ISU and
History Fair displays are due next week Friday, January 16.

World Religions | I M = Mr. Stewart: This week,
students have completed their study of Mormonism and are
into our final religion: Jehovah's Witnesses. We have
covered their beginnings and their rejection of the Trinity.
Tomorrow, Grade | | is having our field trip! We get to visit
a Sikh Gurdwara and a Hindu Mandir. There, they will
encounter these religions directly and will see the deep
contrast between false religion and true religion.
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Calendar

O\
Providence

REFORMED COLLEGIATE

ASSOCIATION INC.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
T 12 E 14 5 16 17

January/February 2026

3:30pm Boys’ BB Term Mark 7am Hockey 3:00pm Hockey
game at STCCS deadline 4pm Girls VB Game —
4:30pm Girls VB Tillsonburg
at STCCS Comm. Centre
|8 19 20 21 22 23 24
Study Day Exam Day Study Day Exam Day Contingency Day
4pm Girls VB for exams
Board Meeting Marking Day
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Semester Semester Semester 2 begins | 4pm Girls VB
Turnover Turnover 7am Hockey
4pm Boys BB
| 2 3 4 5 6 7
4pm — Boys BB 7am Hockey Boys BB Boys BB
9:50am Assembly Tournament Tournament
4pm Girls VB Girls VB Girls VB
Tournament Tournament
8 9 10 Il 12 13 14
4pm Badminton Hockey PD Day
Tournament -
Hamilton
|5 16 17 18 19 20 21
Family Day Model UN
Dads vs. Patriots Conference
Hockey -
Dorchester
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